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The Evolution and Roots of the Traditional Political
Thought of the Twelver

Wang Feng

Abstract: The traditional political thought of the Twelver in particular the
theory of the leadership had gone through a historical shift from the middle of the 8th
century to the end of the 18th century. For the Shi ‘a although the Imam is always
considered as the religious spiritual and political leader for the Islamic world the
ulema of the Twelver had gradually become the General Deputy for the Hidden Imam
and thus in reality become the religious leader for the Islamic world. The reason why
this political thought had undergone such significant transformation had partly lied in
the promotion of Shi ‘a and their ulema as a whole to a higher political and social
status since the occultation of the twelfth Imam. Since then the Shi ‘a had come to
the public their theology and jurisprudence etc. had sprung up and made great
progress. Apart from that the Twelver Shi ‘ism had been established as the state
religion in the Safawid period. On this basis the principle of rationalism had been
accepted in the Twelver’ s theology and at last in their jurisprudence. Therefore the
role of human being along with that of Koran and Hadith had been affirmed in the
intellectual activities and religious practice and further laid the foundation for the
theory of the ulema’ s religious leadership for the Islamic world. In contemporary
time this traditional political thought and its methodology has been inherited and
further transformed by Khomeini the founder of the Islamic Republic of Iran and
thus become one of the important sources for this country’ s ideology.

Key Words: Traditional Political Thought; Twelver; Doctrine of Imam;

Ulema; State Religion; Rationalism
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