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Abstract The Shona and the Ndebele are two major ethnic groups in Zimbabwe whose
relationship has very important impacts on Zimbabwe " s ethnic issues and political development.
After independence the Mugabe government carried out a national unity policy toward the
Ndebele and the Patriotic Front-Zimbabwe African People’ s Union ( PF-ZAPU)  but this policy
had to face great challenges from tribalism and ethnic politics and ran contrary to the one—party
policy pursued by the Zimbabwe African National Union-Patriotic Front ( ZANU-PF).
Henceforth the Mugabe government abandoned the national unity policy and began to suppress
the Ndebele and the PF-ZAPU to establish a de facto one-party system. However such a
repressive ethnic policy had some negative impacts on Zimbabwe’ s later ethnic issues and
political development which had not only consolidated tribalism on the part of the Ndebele but
also made ethnic identity an important factor in elections thus opening the prelude of pursuing
repressive policies to maintain its rule by the Mugabe government. Ethnic reconciliation between
the Ndebele and the Shona has not yet been realized till today. Although the Mnangagwa
government has taken some measure to improve the relationship between the Shona and the
Ndebele since it came into power in November of 2017 it will still take some time to achieve

ethnic reconciliation and national unity in their true sense.
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