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Energy Cooperation between China and the Gulf Countries in the Context of

Buyer’s Market of Oil and Gas
Chen Mo
(Institute of West Asia and Africa, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100101)

Abstract: With the structural change of the international energy markets and the formation of the buyer’s market and the increasing-

ly fierce competition among oil and gas suppliers at the Asian market, the Gulf countries need to carry out in—depth energy coopera-

tion with China more than ever. At the same time, as a buyer of oil and gas, it’s impossible for China to get rid of the supply from

the Gulf countries. Therefore, in the predictable future, energy cooperation would remain the major component in the economic coop-

eration between China and the Gulf countries. From the “win—win” perspective, the most rational path of cooperation would include

increased mutual investment in the up and down streams of oil and gas industries, joint development of new energies, and jointly pro-

moting peace and stability in the Gulf region.

Keywords: oil market; natural gas market; cooperation between China and Gulf countries
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