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SUMMARIES

From Secondary Player to Major Player: Evolution of Russia’s Middle East Policies
Tang Zhichao
During the Cold War, the Soviet Union and the United States had been seeking
hegemony in Middle East and the two big powers dominated this region. With the end of
the Cold War and the collapse of the Soviet Union, Russia’s role in Middle East
suffered a disastrous decline. Due to the political turmoil, shrinking of power, and a
fundamental change in its foreign strategy, Russia has for a long time reduced to a
secondary player in Middle East affairs. In the Putin era, Russia’s position in Middle
East has gradually increased. Especially after entering the second decade of the new
century, in response to the new chaos in Middle East, Russia has made active efforts to
return to Middle East by virtue of the Syrian war, and once again become a major player
in Middle East. “US out and Russia in” has become a distinctive feature of the current
geopolitical situation in Middle East. However, due to limited power, the role of Russia
in this region is still not comparable to that of the United States and the former Soviet
Union. Putin’ s Middle East policy still adheres to pragmatism and thus the Middle East
is not placed in a “New Cold War”.

Key Words: Russia, Middle East, Foreign Policy, Pragmatism

The Adjustment and Trend of US’s Central Asia Strategy
Yang Yucai and Yuan Yi
The new version of US’ s Central Asian Strategy announced in February 2020shows
that Trump attempts to get out from Afghanistan, consolidate its regional influence and
strengthen the containment of China and Russia in Central Asia. It is the succession and
development of the US” s Central Asian strategy since the end of the Cold War. In the
past 30 years, the US’ s regional strategy has experienced four periods: ( 1) power
vacuum soon after the end of the Cold War; (2) the great development of the global
counter — terrorism alliance after 911; ( 3) strategic re —balancing in the context of
withdrawal from Afghanistan; (4) the new era of regional strategy facing the competition
of great powers. The US’ s Central Asian strategy in different periods shows its
comprehensive utilization of policy approaches and strategic means in various fields such

as politics, economy, diplomacy, and military, and its regional strategic goals
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