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Palestinian NGOs: Categories and Functions

XU Ruoqi

Abstract  Several factors allowed Palestinian non-governmental-organizations (NGOs) to emerge and
gain strength since the occupation of the West Bank, Gaza Strip and East Jerusalem in 1967. Palestinian
NGOs (PNGOs) have become more professional and independent from political parties and donors since
the Oslo era. PNGOs have been playing a critical role as service providers in social and economic areas
on the one hand, and on the other hand, they have been contributing to the Palestinian state-building,
democracy-building and also the peace process as an alternative social and political force. The
Palestinian NGO community must take and is possible to take a more active and positive role not only to
reach national reconciliation within Palestine but also to make peace with Israel.

Key Words  Palestine; NGOs; International Organization; Middle East Organization
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