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From Islamic Law to Dual Law
——The Changed Process of Bahrain Law System

HAN Zhibin & WEN Guangqin

Abstract  The law system is an important symbol to weigh civilization. As an important part of
nation-state construction system, Bahrain is a geographical, social and cultural entity in the Middle East.
Although Bahrain is not a large country, the law system has three features such as long history, complete
system and rich content in the Gulf. The law system of Bahrain could be divided into four periods for
study: the period of Islamic law led by Jurists, the period of the tribal law managed by the Sheiks, the
period of the mixed law controlled by the Britain, and the period of the dual law caused by secularism
and Islam. The modernization type of Bahrain law system has shown pluralism of theory form and
cultural orientation.
Key Words Bahrain; Islamic law; Dual law; Gulf Studies; Middle East Laws
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