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The Adjustment of the Media Tactics of Israel in Asymmetrical Wars

HUANG Xun & David MENASHRI

Abstract: War is related to mass media closely. Especially among the asymmetrical wars in which the
belligerents with distinct discrepancies are in power, the application of media strategy plays an important
role in causing the result of “the weaker can win the stronger” or “the stronger can’t win”. Israel, a
country located in the Middle East with frequent crisis of war, has a sound regime of crisis management
which has been improved through the lessons in the past wars. Based on the cases of “Lebanon war” in
2006 and the “Gaza war” around 2008 and 2009, this article analyzes the adjustment on Israeli media
strategy between the two wars, and holds that the concerted action of the Israeli press office, IDF and
media characterizes the Israel’s strategy in asymmetrical wars nowadays and it works marvelously.
Therefore, “war of media” and “war of information” are going to play a more significant part in the
asymmetrical wars later on.

Key Words: Israel; Asymmetrical Warfare; Media Strategy; the Second Lebanon War; the Gaza War
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