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Stalin’s Approach to Lenin’s Reform Ideas in His Later Years In implementing the New Economic
Policy in his later years, Lenin put forward a series of ideas and measures concerning party and state insti—
tutional reforms at the 10th and 11th congresses of the Bolshevik party as well as in his later works. T hese
ideas involved the separation of party and state functions, the restriction of excessive individual pow er and
implementation of scientific and democratic decision-mading, etc. However, when Lenin was critically ill
and when the power struggle among Bolshevik leaders became more acute, Stalin maneuvered against
Lenin’s reform propositions. Consequently there was the more serious Soviet party substitution of govern—
ment role and the more power concentration in the hands of the individuals From this we can see the differ—
ences of perceptions on the political system and structure betw een Stalin and Lenin as early as in the early

1920s and get a feel of Stalin’s model of socialism that was to develop later.

Security of Central Asia and Afghan Narcotic Production and Trafficking Since the independence
of the five Central Asian countries in 1991, drug production has increased very quickly. Afghanistan has
long been the biggest drug producer in this region since 1970s. Opium production there made up three—
fourths of the total in the world and half of its opium products was transferred to Central Asia. Central
Asian region became a drug production and trafficking hub. Facts have proved that narcotic is alwas inter—
woven with terrorism and religious extremism in Central Asia and Afghanistan, hence a threat not only to

national security of Central Asian countries but also to security of the whole region.

Relationship between Economic and Political Transitions in East European countries T he relation—
ship betw een economic and political transitions in East European countries is quite complicated. While the
high cost of economic transition is unfavorable to the smooth implementation of political transition, the eco—
nomic and political transition in these countries becomes mutual-productive as they proceeded with each
promoting he other. Privatization of economies provides broader social bases for multicparty parliamentary
system, while political system changes give more priority to mrket orientation and privatization, thus neu—

tralizing the negative effect of economic transition to a certain extent.
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