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FOCAL TOPIC:
The Arab Spring and Trends of the Political Islamic

On Political Islam’s Interpretation of Arab Spring:

A Case Study of Hizb ut-Tahrir ---eoevvveeiiininnin. Qian Xuemei (3)
The influence of a political Islam organization upon the political land-
scape in the Middle East and North Africa ( MENA) depends on how
well its stance represents and guides the majority. Hizb ut-Tahrir claims
that the MENA protestors are not fighting for democracy but for an Is—
lamic system. A Pew survey shows that the majority of Muslims welcome
Islam’s influence in politics. However this does not mean that they fully
agree with the position of political Islam let alone extremism. Many
Muslims say democracy is desirable though their definition of democracy
differs from that of the West. Therefore the Arab Spring is not a west—
ern-style democratic revolution.

The Rise of the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood and
IS TMPACL  +vorereeseseesseseneeteneiit ettt Ding Long (21)

The dramatic changes in Egypt have turned the Muslim Brotherhood
( MB) from an opposition organization into the most powerful political
force in the political arena of post-Mubarak Egypt. The MB has consoli—
dated its dominant position in political circles through establishing a po—
litical party and forming a political alliance forging opportune political
arrangements in the political transition process. The MB is a well-organ—
ized movement with abundant financial resources and is much more pre—
pared for the elections than its secular counterparts which will guarantee
the Freedom and Justice Party’s victory in the forthcoming parliamentary
elections. Although the MBs rise has a negative impact on Israel and the
United States its impact on China is limited.

An Analysis of the Political Prospect for the Moderate Islamists
following the Arab SPring ««-see seerervereresieeeens Wang Feng (34)

The moderate Islamists in the Muslim world such as the Muslim Broth-
erhood in Egypt and the Islamic Revival Party in Tunisia take a more
cautious and effective strategy during the Arab Spring especially follow—

ing the step down of the “strong men” in the two countries. Their politi-

cal strategy and ideology have been undergoing significant changes. They

have attempted to redefine and transcend the old atiributes of Islam
transitioning into a non-theocratic system and moving towards a party of

the people compatible with modern democracy.



