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On American Foreign Policy toward Saudi Arabia after the First Oil Crisis

XU Xiao-ming
(1. School of History, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100048;
2.School of Law and Politics, Zhanjiang Normal College, Zhanjiang 524048, China)

Abstract: After the outbreak of the first oil crisis, the U. S. administration took various measures to
strengthen economic, cultural ties and military exchanges to develop affinity with Saudi Arabia, the
largest oil-producing and exporting country in the Middle East, in order to reduce trade deficit with the oil-
producing countries and to prevent another outbreak of the oil embargo against the West. T hese measures
basically strengthen ties with Saudi Arabia and increase the symmetry of interdependence of the two sides,
and realize the goal of safeguarding national oil security.

Key words: oil crisis; two pillars policy; petrodollars; the U.S. A; Saudi
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