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Evolution of United States’ policy towards the Persian Gulf

WANG Li- jun

(Northwest University, X1 an 710069, China)

Abstract: Due to its large reserves of oil and important strategic geographical position, the Persian G ulf becomes
an indispensable part of the United States’ consideration in policy making. Since 1971, the United States had carried
out four different policies tow ards t he Gulf which could be identified by four major stages. The first stage was from
1971 to 1978 when Washington relied primarily on regional surrogates, armed with weapons supplied by the U. S.
and instructed by U.S. military technicians. Since the collapse of the Pahlavi monarchy in Iran in 1979, the U. S.
began to build up unilaterally a military power in the region. In 1990s, the major focusof U.S. strategic plans turned
to confront backlash states. Iran and Iraq became the targets of the” dual containment” . By the end of 1998, Iraq
was the only target of American containment strategy, when the regime of Saddam in Iraqw as overthrown in 2003 in
the Iraq War.
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