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On Its Political Role of Iraqi Shi’ ite Ulama

LI Fu- quan
(the Institute for Middle Eastem Studies, Northwest U niversity, Xi an 710069, China)

Abstract: T he unique Shi’ ite Ulama hierarchy and emulation institution provide favourable circumstances
for Ulama to play its political role. Since the establishment of Iraq in 1921, Shi’ ite Ulama has undergone a
historic course, from its temporary political intervention to a long— term estrangement from politics and even
again to its confrontation with the government. On the whole, with the state gaining more power, Shi’ ite Ula
ma’ s political role and social influence tended to reduce. After the outbreak of the Iraq war, Shi’ite Ulama
played a more important role on the internal political stage. However, its political role would be restricted in
the long run. T he activist U lama can only share the state power in a normal way while the others will retreat to

the tradition of estrangement from politics in the future.
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