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Evolution of Iraqi Attitudes and Policies
about the Shatt al- Arab Boundary Dispute

GUO Bar jin
( College of History and Culture, Hebei Nommal University , Shijiazhuang 050091, China)

Abstract: The Shatt al— arab has important economy and strategy significance for Iraq and its national se
curity, no matter how its political system and ideology are in all previous Iraqi governments, Iraq maintains that
it has the sovereignty to the whole Shatt al- Arab. But because of its own strength and the factor of interna
tional environment, its attitude toward the Shatt al- Arab and policy is constantly changeable. From the leading
right of security to the Shatt al- Arab during the period of Ottoman empire to modem Iraq which it only enjoys
half of the sovereignty. the evolution process not only reflects the change of Iraq, but also shows the complex ir
terest pattern of the whole middle East are and the change trend to some degree.
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