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Opium Production and Drug Proliferation in Afghanistan
YANG Shu ZHANG Xue-ning
(Institute for Central Asian Studies, Lanzhou University. Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract: Afghanistan is the world’s biggest opium grower and supplier. The year 2010 saw a relative decrease of
opium production but a quick rise of opium price on the market. The southern and western parts of the country,
where the Taliban extremists and terrorists are the most active, have the biggest drug output. This problem is further
complicated by the existence of the extremist organizations, corruption of the government and tribal conflicts.
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