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The Ethic and Speech Forms of Hebrew Prophets
JIANG Zong-giang" 2
(1. School of Politics and Law, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730070;
2. Research Centre for Religion and Culture, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract: “God said”, “Confucius said” and “What is---?” represent respectively three different speech forms in the
ancient Hebrews, Chinese, and Greek culture. The Chinese and the Greek forms of speech seem to be lacking in the
textuality of direct communication with the only God. This paper, based on the texts of Hebrew prophetic books and
Confucius scriptures, maintains that the speech form and ethic of Hebrew prophets throw light on the reevaluation
of the advantages and limitations of the ancient Chinese ethic. It also points out that scholars put more emphasis
on comparing Confucian scriptures with ancient Greek philosophic works, while ignoring the relation of Confucian
scriptures and Hebrew prophetic books.

Keywords: Greek culture; Hebrew culture; Hebrew prophet; ethic; form of speech; Confucius
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