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Abstract: A lthough the H usayn-M cM ahon conrespondence was not kgally binding on either side,
on June 5, 1916, Husayn kunched the Arab Revolt against Turkey and in October declred him self
“King of the Arabs” Following the British m ilitary defeat at the Dardanelles in 1915, the Foreign
Office sought a new offensive in the M ikddle East, which it thought could only be carried out by
reassuring the French of Britain’s intentions in the region. In February 1916, the Sykes-Picot
Agreement was signed, which, contrary © the contents of the Husayn-M cM ahon conrespondence,
proposed B partition the M dke East nto French and British zones of control and interest. U nder the
Sykes-Picot Agreem ent, Palestine was © be adm nistered by an intemational “ condom nium” of the
British, French, and Russins.

K ey words: secretagreem ents, the Husayn-M cM ahon Correspondence, diplomacy and intrigue
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