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The Anthropology of Islam
MA Qiang

Abstract: For Chinese scholars, we know little about the Western anthropologists works on Islam for a long term. There were some
articles introduced European and American scholars'works on Chinese Muslim society, but we seldom to summarize their produc-
tions about the whole Islam world from the Anthropological view. This essay is a newest one which introduces Western anthropolo-
gists works particularly. The author generalized the academic history, analyzed the contemporary studying actualityand put forward
some topics and research points deserved to continue. It is a tradition for anthropology to study religions, and it has its special aca-
demic view in Islam study too. The Western anthropologists include distinguished scholars such as Evans- Pritchard, Clifford Geertz,
Edward Said, Dale F Eickelman, Michael M.J Fischer,and Richard T Anton, had been concerned about Islam and its adherents from
history, society, theory, knowledge, power, gender and ritual. The domestic scholars engaged in this subject can not only appreciate

their works, but also learn some new kens from this introduction abstractly and academically. Their works have high use for confer-
ence for us.
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