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Reform and Foundation: American Policy toward Afghanistan in 1950s
ZH ANG Shir ming
(Yanshan University, Qin huangd ao 066604, China)

Abstract: American policy toward A fghanistan had advanced to a new era in 1950s The cold
war appeared new tendency during the ten years; and Eisenhower acceded to the A merican presi
dent. During the period, American policy toward Afghanistan not only had some continuity, but al-
so experienced great reform. The policy and its goals were resulted in the dispute and frustration.
The Eisenhower’s policy laid foundation for the US- Afghanistan relations and influenced the re-
gional international relations until 1980s. The context and goals of American toward Afghanistan
were to compete with Soviet Union in order to insure the neutrality and buffer state status. But on
the other hand, as a byproduct of the United States and Soviet competition, the two great powers
created a “ cooperation complexion” in Afghanistan.
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