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D tente and the Outbreak of the Middle East War in 1973

Liu He bo

( Research Center for the H istory of Modern World in Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China )

Abstract: D tente was the special phase of the Cold War. American and Soviet policies in the Middle East and the process

on resolving the crisis w ere influenced by their perception on d tente. Not only was the outbreak of the Middle East war in 1973
relevant to A mericarr Soviet perception and propulsion on d tente, but also to Egyptian questing for D tente. A mericar Soviet
tension was relaxed by the d tente, but both Egypt’ s endeavor for d tente with America and Israel, and Arabian states’ appeal
to the territory occupied by Israel were ignored, which were the external factors catalyzing the outbreak of the war. Because
both Arab Israeli deadlock maintained by U.S.- Soviet d tente and Egypt’ s failure in diplomatic attempt, as well as Israel s

rigid posture, Sadat was compelled to wage the fourth Middle East war.

Key words: D tente; Arabr Israeli Conflict; Ramadan War; Cold War

63



