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Roaring Beasts in Bulrushes: Communication between the Ming and
Countries in Central and Western Asia by Means of Presenting Lions

Abstract: It was aremarkable one among the diplomatic events in the Ming Dynasty that the
countries in Central and Western Asia presenting lions. The emperors had got the animals from
Heart ( Halie) at first and then Samarkand, Shiraz, Esfahan, Hormoz, Konya ( Lumi),
Aden and Makkah ( Tianfang ). The quantity of the beasts and frequency of the contribution
was so large that came out top n Chinese history in middle ages. The people living in Ming
times described the figurations and characters of lions factually and lively because most of them
had seen them by themselves. There were more serious financial and diplomatic problems ap
pearing in the courses of lion presenting and it was praised during the periods of Yongle Xuande
by the officials in the court but was criticized during the periods of Tianshurr Jiajing.

Key words: lions, Central and Western Asia, the Ming Danysty

The Use of Language and the Ethnic Relationship
Ma Rong

Abstract: Spoken and written language is not only the carrier of the traditional cultures of all
kinds of ethnic groups, but also the means of communication, so it becomes the symbol of the
ethnic group to some degree. T he use of the language can indicate the relationship among ethnic
groups. T his article concerns with the language policies of some nations, the language use of
Chinese ethnic groups and the ethnic relationship, discussing the educational pattern and trend
of minorities in terms of the teaching languages in school.

Key words: language; ethnic group; relationship (* P.20)
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