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From Zion to Zionism
—An Inquiry into the Origin of Zionist Spirit

HUANG Fu-wu
(Center for Judaic and Inter-Religious Studies, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, P.R. China)

Abstract: "Zion" has been the emotional and religious home of the Jewish people from ancient
times, and the Zionist spirit could be said to be a natural reaction to the homeless conditions that
has existed for so many years, and can be traced back to the time of Babylonian Exile when the
Jew s were forced to leavetheir homeland. On the basis of the Bible, archaeological facts and liter-
ature, the author tries to investigate the origin of Zionism along both main lines as from ancient
Canaan to modern Palestine and from ancient Hebrews to modern Jews, to justify historical, geo
graphical and ethnical rights of Jews to return to their homeland. The shift from Zion to Zionism
represents the formation of a rational and systematic political theory that has gone far beyond a
simple nostalgia as it was created.
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