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A Comment on Gulf War and Turkeys Middle East Foreign Policy

LI Bing - zhong
( School of History and Culture Shaanxi Normal University Xian Shaanxi 710062 China)

Abstract: Turkey has adopted a neutral and non — involvement policy in Middle East since 1940s to support its
role in Western alliance especially towards America. With the great change of world political situation in
1990s Turkey began to adjust its Middle East policy and abandoned its low — profile posture for a more active
regional role. The Gulf War has provided a good opportunity for Turkey to rethink its role in Middle East. Tur—
keys Middle East policy during the Iraq War is the continuation of its foreign policy reorientation during the
Gulf War. Turkeys active involvement in Middle East during the Gulf War does not contradict with its role in
Western alliance while Iraq War has indicated that it is impossible to keep always in harmony between its role
in Middle East and in Western alliance.
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