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PR X XEEY HE ERYE RE TR s B2
% KARZBRREFHLOITACTIUY BRE.
26 . BEMt. SIS AR ADAMEHNEE Rt EE
ABEEN X AEE BEAT, S HRE T ALt hig
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g e ——A 8 B g 3 S ANEHA A B 68 28 3 14 31 £
BRI, BN LB HRAL R ARINES, X
MBI, LN A AL T E BB &t
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A Literary Study in the Book of Judges
and Its Theological Implications

for the Issue of Women’s roles

Timothy San-Jarn Wu

Abstract; This paper first explores social issues in the
anarchic situation depicted in Judges 17-21 in which women
are imposed upon, abused, raped, killed, abducted and
treated in all sorts of cruel ways. Then the literary study of
Judges is applied, including point of view, time and space,
character, plot, circumstances, scene, and sequence etc.,
and also rhetoric techniques such as repetition, contrast,
parallelisms,imagery, paronomasia, omission, ambiguity,
irony, chiastic structure, foil, inclusio, hints, adumbration,
annunciation, epithet, etc. These are used to analyze the
book narrator’s description of rounded characters such as
Ehud, Othniel, Gideon, Jephthah and Samson and their
deeds. The narrator brilliantly highlights the heroic role of
women in the midst of chaotic times, and subtly depicts all
the real, tragic situation of Israel and its social and political
causes. These problems cannot solely be analysed in terms of
gender issues; moreover, the entire confusion of the period of
the Judges stems from the degeneration of belief. When Israel

broke the covenant and went the way of secular Canaan, a
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direct threat to women’s self—esteem and security was bound

to result in brokenness. Yet the narrator of Judges also shows

that in the dark “tunnel” of the Judges period broken Israelite

people’s only hope is to return to God who still keeps faithful

covenant, and who is there with complete salvation.

Key words: social corruption; feminism; inclusion;

chiastic structure; biblical theology

ACTITACEITIE ) 1T B 21 B A2 a9 2 5, OREHI
THMF R R OCHKAE BETE X ERMEN IR
B RGUEBHHEES, CURFREES BHELERMME
FRE QR RBGR S T 518, T3 BRI IR S A 2 22 3C
FHTEE MG R S BT BRI ERER, R B
REMERIHMEER. @

MEHEAER, AERIOEANBHHL2NHERLEB AL

O XERERTIUEEES SR T2 8., IE QB (Long) BT th &9, §

130

SCEYFRAE T3 12 B (simplicity) FIZE$E (selectivity), BLV. Philips Long, “History
and Fiction: What is History?” in Israel’s Past in Present Research, ed. V.
Philips Long (Winona Lake, ID:Eisenbrauns, 1999),232-254,,
ROEEBRBIZNELAYE, AREXETE RSO FH L, L
TR H) (Breler) LIE T (allegory) MR EME (LIHiC), RMarc
Brettler, “The Book of Judges: Literature as Politics,” JBL 108 (1989),404; 5
SERIS(Berlin) E BRI IEY R A TR A EH T A" HEARE,
EFETZHENYHEEHEH, WAdele Berlin, The JPS Bible Commentary:
Esther (Philadelphia:JPS,2001), {HR IR XMH LS LRI FT K
AFRHE" BAZSNLFLRE AFUMAR L AR, LY
BRE (L), REH®, 84300, L.

B P 7 (C. Bartholomew ) Fil i % (M. W. Goheen) ¥ iz RgUA X F kL
SR FEZ H ¥ (narrative biblical theology), WC. Bartholomew & M. W.
Goheen, “Story and Biblical Theelogy,” eds. C. Bartholomew,M. Healy K.
Moeller. R. Parry, Out of Egypt-Biblical Theology and Biblical Interpretation
(Grand Rapids : Zondervan,2004), 144-171,
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MBI BN TR, IB AT (14:15);

4. L AW EES IR LM KRB L T, S iR KITH
FEMEED b, Uk s TR A KR B ABE (15:4—5);

5. G5 R AEF L AWk LABR €, 57 BD A K58 FEAR 22 F 0t B
KH#(15:6), FEBIVKKE R MAT(15:8);
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B, MAREAXENRER AR RN ES WRABHHEAKXTEENE
B BBRLE ) X ANRA TR 2R R E(AREF Y Es &, BF %it
BERSFHMEKER EE2, MEAXESREFEZ LA IR
e R R R R AT UERE LITIE, "(8:7)
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