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Analysis of Characteristics of Ancient Religion’ s
Development in the Middle East

HUANG Mirrxing
(Institute  Middle East Studies, Northwest University, Xi’ an 710069, Shaanxi, China, )

Abstract: T he development of ancient religions in the Middle East falls into four periods: 1) paganism and poly-
theism, centered around Egypt and M esopotamia; 2) spread of polytheisms from the two centers to other areas;
3) rise of dualist religions and monotheism; 4) rise and dominance of universal monotheisms. All these religions
have the following characteristics: 1) formation of the ultimate value system, characterized by the theories of
Paradise and Hell, and of Resurrection and “ Collective Deliverancé’ idea; 2) development of the religious social
functions from the earlier non— division to the later closely connected religious community with autonomy and
extensive guidance in political and social life; 3) the development of god system from pantheism to dualist relr
gion and finally to monotheism; 4) the transition of elitism and hierarchy to the development of equalitarianism.
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