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Arabian cities in the Middle Ages: Rise and Devel opment

LI Rong jian
(School of History, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Biography: LI Rongjian ( 1955), male, Associate professor, School of History, Wuhan
U niversity, majoring in the history of Arab and A rabic culture.

Abstract: Arabian cities in the Middle Ages can be roughly classified into four types: The first
type developed from ancient towns on Arabia; The second type developed from military camps
established in the process of the Arabian military expansion; The third type extended from towns in
the Arab-conquered regions; and the fourth were built by the Arabs during periods of peace. Arabian
cities in the Middle Ages were large and had complete infrastructure, with rich Islamic coloring and
unique Arabian flavor.
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