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Historical evolvement of Shia Islam’ s in Iran
ZHOU X ie- fan
(The Institute of W orld Religions China Acadany of Social Science Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract Shia Islan had undergone som e hundred s hstorical evolven ent since itwas mported into the Safavi Iran
in the sixteenth century Tthna’ AshariShia Islan as a sectwhichwas mported fran outside and adhered to kingship, on
the one hand has becom e such a powerful relgbus establshment that it can restrict wyalty and represent the interests of
peoplk On the otherhand Sha Ishm itselfw inessed greatchanges fiom is teach ngs to hierarchy system. lis d tinctive
characteristics which differ fran Sunni Islan today are mostly orighated fran this perod
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