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[MEHRE XN K]
The characteristics of communication between Ottoman Empire

and the West in the nineteenth century
TIAN Jin, TANG Xiao-hong
( College of Foreign Languages, Northwest University, Xi'an 710069, China)

Abstract ; Inequality was the most obvious characteristic of 19th century Ottoman — West relationship; it specifically
appeared as the follows; the conflicts and integrity in fields of religion and reform; the logic of thallenge — counter-
challenge”; the complication of both cooperation and contradiction. Despite these, the strength and impact of com-
munication between the two revealed themselves in two layers. On the one hand, during the process of gaming, the
West became stronger and more powerful whereas Ottoman - Islam became weakened; on the other hand, Ottoman
Empire was able to get enough spiritual and material feedback from the West, such as the advanced ideas of nation-
alism and modernism, and so on. The scale, range and depth of the communication between Ottoman Empire and
Europe in 19th century were unprecedented. This laid a solid foundation for the Turkish Republic in terms of its
communication with the West and gave some hint for Turkish departure from Asia for Europe’.

Key words;the Ottoman Empire; the West; communication
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