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The Evolution of U. S. Policy to Political Islam
In the Middle East: From Carter to Bush Sr.

LIU Yun
(Institute of African Studies, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua, Zhejiang, 421004, PRC)

[Abstract] T he emergence of political Islam has greatly influenced interests of the United States in the

Middle East. However, compared with the global strategy for constraining the former Soviet Union,

dealing with the issue of political Islam was clearly a secondary consideration of the U. S. government.

Furthermore, Carter, Reagan and Bush administrations had attempted to use Islamic forces to constraint

the former Soviet Union. The Bush administration' s attitude toward the election process in A lgeria, fully

demonstrated the suspicion and mistrust of U. S. to political Islam, and also the Islamic Revolution of

Iran has effected the Middle East policy of the United States profoundly. However, during that period,

the United States did not issue a clear and continuous policy toward political Islam.
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