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Research into Development of Africa’ s Collective Security Mechanism

Luo Jianbo

As an important asped in cooperation and integra
tion among African countries, to establish African cok
lective security mechanism is an important embodiment
of Africans’ attempts to realize joint self — improvement
and collective self— reliance. During the Cold War,
the OAU initiated dtempts to establish African collec
tive security strategy and mechanism. After the Cold
War, African countries began their new explorations in
regional securily integraion, continuing to deepen the

conflict control mechanism on the pan— African level,

pp- 35- 40

actively encmuraging sub — regional organizations to
strengthen their abilities in cnflict prevention and res
olution, and regarding the comprehensive security strat-
egy as the key element and ideological base for African
collective securily mechanism. After elaborating on the
basic impetus to the course and involution of the mech-
anism, the author intends to offer African countries his
own suggestions for further improving their security

mechanism.

An Introduction to America’ s Quasi— Alliance Strategy:
Case Study of the Iraqi United Front

Zhao Weming & Sun Degang

After the Cold War, America relies not only on its
worldwide alliance system, but also on quasi— alliance
established for a certain issue or in a certain time.
Compared with the formal alliance, the quasi- ab
liance, with its flexibility, caprice, and convenience,
becomes important means for America to realize its for
eign aims. After the establishment of the Iraqi United
Front in 2003 by the U. S., its functions changed sev

pp- 46— 50

eral times, including three periods of ending Saddham’ s
rule, stabilizing Iragi situations and democratically
transforming Iraq respectively. These changes led to
the changes in its constitutive members, reflecting the
basic characteristics of America’ s quasi — alliance
strategy, and demonstrating a trend to some extent that
America’ s security strategy will rely more on quasi—

alliance strategy than on alliance strategy.

On the Uncertain Relationship between Islam and Democracy

Wang Lincong

The essence of the academic disputes over Islam
and democracy is about whether democracy is apt for
the Middle East region, and how to evaluate the role
Islam plays in the region’ s democratization process.
Judging from social values and the views of history,
contradictions and compatibilities coexist between Islam
and democracy. Influences of Islam on democracy can

be characterized by uncertainties, which can be used

080.

pp- 57— 63

either to support some concepts of democracy, or to op-
pose the base on which democracy depends. Through
influencing society, politics, economy, culture ete, Is
lam may promote or hamper the democratic process.
However, in the process of democratization in the Mid-
dle East Islamic staes, Islan is neither the only effed-

ing factor, nor the decisive one.



