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An Interpretation of the Recent Political Crisis in the Middle East

Wang Jinglie

The outbreak of recent political crisis in the
Middle East, with both the present social problems
and underlying causes of social development, is the
results of “historical cohesive forces ” with
interaction of many factors. The present social
problems are: slow economic  development,
destitution, uneven distribution and a widening
wealth gap, especially the rising unemployment
among young people and official corruption etc. The
main underlying reasons are: the Middle East is in a

pp-3 -10

transition period of social development, political
legitimacy and the succession crises, the interaction
between Islam and social change, pressure and
influence of western forces, technological progress
and the role of new media. Now the Middle East
countries are in conflict — prone period facing
possible outbreak of new crises. The political crisis
in the Middle East has caused great social unrest,
and may also have a more far — reaching impact.

Speculations about the Evolution of the Current
Situation in the Middle East

Li Wetjian

The current turmoil in the Middle East is ur—
gently needed as part of the political and social
transformation, and it will substantially make pro—
mote on political reform and social progress, but the
Arab world as a while will be re — divided and re —
weakened. Given the collapse of old order, the tra—
ditional idealogy will face new challengers. The
West attempts to bring the changes in the Middle
East to the so — called track of democratization, and
a framework of political pluralism is likely to formu-
late in the future in the Middle East, but the process
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will be long. Tt is difficult for the development of po—
litical process in this region to get rid of effects of
historical, religious, cultural and social realities.

The involvement of the west should be observed on
the background of transformation of current interna—
tional system, transfer of world political and econom—
ic power to non — western countries. In a short term,
the Middle East turmoil will distract the focus of the
United States, but it does not change its overall con—
traction from the Middle East, and it shakes no the
pace of its strategic eastwards.

Exploration of Economic Development and Social Problems in Egypt

An Weithua

The economic reform in Egypt focused on
reducing the administrative control of the state and
changing the method of intervention, fostering
private sector development, expanding the scope of
the role of market mechanisms and expanding the
development and utilization of resources. But it also
expanded the gap between rich and poor; the
unemployment became a heavy burden on economic
development in Egypt. The inflation increased

difficulty of the lives of the majority of low — income
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groups. The corruption further exacerbated social
contradiction in Egypt. These problems described
that the developing countries must always pay
attention to people ’ s livelihood in pursuit of
economic development; in particular, the situation
of vulnerable groups must be integrated in
harmonious social relations, as well as the concept
itself of development when they make social
development strategy.
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