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From Arab Nationalism to Palestinian Nationalism

—The Development and Transformation of Nationalism in

Palestine Region in the First Half of the Twentieth Century

Liv Zhongmin

Abstract: The slow transformation from Arab nationalism to Palestinian nation—
alism is the typical character of nationalism in Palestine region in the first half of the
twentieth century. This process included three phases: from the end of the nineteenth
century to the1920s nationalism in Palestine region was the compound of Pan — Arab
nationalism and Great Syrian nationalism; in the 1920s the Palestinian nationalism
came into being and gave up the goal of establishing an union with Syria and the
Palestinian nationalists had four Palestine Conventions; from the end of the 1930s to
the end of the Second World War Palestinian nationalism formed ultimately with
the typical symbol of the great Anti — British uprising from 1936 to 1939. The forma—
tion of the Palestinian nationalism had important active impacts on Palestine nation in
establishing national identity making social mobilization and pursuing national in—
dependence. However the historical shortcomings of the Palestinian nationalism
such as internal conflicts the instability of social foundation and the absence of in—
dependence had rather negative impacts on the Palestinian national movement for in—
dependence.

Key Words: Nationalism; Palestinian; Arab; Historical Development; Role
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