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Turkish Foreign Policy in the Perspective of Identity
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Abstract: Acts of state depend on national interest which is rooted in national
identity. Turkish national identity has distinctive elements: Turk Islam the West
outsider Western values and so on. These identities have different influences on
Turkish foreign policy but Turkish core identity of Western civilization members
and European members determines Turkey’ s Western — oriented foreign policy on the
whole even if national interest preferences and foreign policy orientations will inevi—
tably be affected when these identities collide.
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