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Lessons of Eisenhower’s Response to The Suez War

and Its Inspirations to Obama Administration

Yu Yinghong

Abstract: Regardless of the exhortation of the Eisenhower Administration in
advance Israel formulated a secret plan with Britain and France and took a pre—
emptive military strike on Egypt in October 1956 just eight days before
U. S. presidential election. In order to stop Israel Britain and France President Ei-
senhower made a range of efforts which included presenting a cease — fire resolution
to the UN against Israel proposing the U. S. Congress to agree with launching eco—
nomic sanctions and even threatening to have Israel expelled from the United Na-—
tions. All these strong pressures finally forced the three parties which he called ag-
gressors Lo cease fire and retreat unconditionally. The experience of Eisenhower’ s
wise response to the Suez Crisis might provide historical lessons for President
Obama: U. S. foreign policy could not be bound by a small country’ s plan even
though this country is a friend of the United States. America should pursue the just
rational stance of obeying the rules and supporting the victims in a conflict. Through
these ways the state interests and international prestige of the United States could
be maintained to a great extent. Since then America gradually became the most in—
fluential force in the Middle East.

Key Words: U. S. —Israel Relations; The Suez Crisis; Dwight D. Eisenhower;
Barack H. Obama

© 127 -



