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*Hard-Liners' Dominate

Iran’s New Parliament
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The profile of Iran’s new parliament took shape on
Feb. 26, with an outcome that the opposition had said was
all but preordained: a hard-line core, even in the liberal
bastion of Tehran.

There were fewer women and apparent gains for law-
makers holding atomic science backgrounds. One conser-
vative leader said the new parliament may try to play a
more prominent role in foreign policy and the nuclear
sphere as the Islamic state confronts suspicions that it is
trying to develop nuclear weapons. The results from the
Friday election had been widely expected after hard-liners
barred more than 2,400 candidates, many of them reform-
ers, from participating. Reformers had called for a nation-
wide voting boycott to spoil the conservatives’ victory.

Iranian religious conservatives were all but confirmed
as winners of the controversial polls, but drew a record low
turnout® as they put an end to the Islamic republic’s tur-
bulent experiment with reforms. The interior ministry said
50.57 percent of Iran’s 46.3 million eligible voters cast
ballots in Friday’s polls, the weakest showing in a.major
election in the 25 years of the Islamic republic. In the
capital, turnout was just 28 percent. More than 67 per’cent
of voters *turned out’ in the last parliament elections in
2000 in a pro-reform landslide. '

The conservative bloc—a mix of hard-liners and oth-
ers considered loyal to the ruling clerics—had won 154
seats in the 290-member chamber, according to Interior
Ministry figures. In Tehran, previously a liberal stronghold,

the conservatives were firmly in the lead. Reformers hold »
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just 40 seats, 30 went to independent candidates, 5 are re-
served for religious minority while the constituency of
Bam—devastated in December by a massive earthquake—
did not take part in the polls. The remaining 60 seats are
going to a second round after candidates there failed to
win the support of 25 percent of eligible voters. That put
conservatives past the 146 seats needed to claim a majori-
ty. There are currently around 190 reformists in parliament.
The nuclear questions could be the first serious test
of the restored bonds between the leadership and parlia-
ment. The United States suspects Iran of conducting a se-
cret program to build nuclear weapons. Iran denies the ac-
cusations and insists it seeks only energy-producing reac-
tors. U.N. nuclear investigators also are looking into the ex-
tent of Iran’'s weapons-making capabilities and past links
with Pakistan’s nuclear pioneer, Abdul Qadeer Khan, who
has admitted selling technology and know-how. The main
conservative faction poised* to dominate parliament has
brought several nuclear specialists into its ranks. The move
could be an effort to
gain a greater voice in the nuclear talks. Currently, nucle-

by the Developers of Islamic Iran,

ar issues are directed by the Islamic regime led by
Supreme Leader Ayatollah® Ali Khamenei. Abadgaran lead-
er Gholamali Haddadadel, who has been assured a seat in
told The Associated Press that he
hopes the legislature can develop “a more credible voice”

the new parliament,

on issues such as nuclear development and foreign policy.
Haddadadel, whose daughter is married to Khamenei's son,
also said his party will use its nuclear experts and others
to speak against “U.S. pressure” on the IAEAS. The United
States accuses Iran of pursuing nuclear weapons.

Iranian lawmakers have very little room to make in-
dependent policies or initiatives. But the reformers will be
denied an important forum to challenge the non-elected
clerical establishment that has final say in almost all af-
fairs. At least three new lawmakers in the conservative
bloc have nuclear technology backgrounds. “We may see
the hard-liners trying to get more involved on the nuclear
front,” said Ehsan Ahrari, an international affairs com-
mentator based in Norfolk, Va.

The new parliament has fewer women lawmakers. On-
ly eight women have secured seats in the legislature, »

1. X BIRFEF O BETR, UR, FENRTIREHIEER
—R CHREFEMNIMER LHAESENRER, 1EBXE
LRRBEFAIFENIEEH T ABB0BLR,

2. turnout ['ta:nauvt] n. BRA ,HAA ;T

3. (fB)BFR, (F) B, HREE

wEI W 2O

MEHRKEABERRE, RFIREEH
T MERRAWOF, EREEEREABE
30ESANEMBRTEHOBE, TEE
RARERKBROEBAXEA S M
R HTH 0 MNENERTH B,
HAARBMEEAEABE 25%0 &%
BRI XERTFROEALEL T &
EHATEN 46 K. MEBMHP EENS
FLORERIRAAE 190 A,

BB R B ERARNE
ZEKERLERB - RER . REK
RPHEGEEABORET. FHE
WX FEE, BREEIRORAREFRE
RERPENE . KA ERERBBEEAR
o 7E 7 2 7 0 W) o K AR RE O R B 1A
RidEAEREGARFRZCH Mg
FHATHERR AR EEERR
RN MHEH NS ERRTFRIL
LEBEEMAEHTH . B 2P BN
WMEARRBN LT3 AT RER BEH
ERFAERMEFN M N, HW,
B ) RS2 o LA 55 186 et el I PR T - 0y
P 07 9 4R B 2 ORISR . TERT L
SPEBRE—ITRUNFHZ=RUAFH
FERLTWFA R H - 083535 Moy 5
REHICER MWFD LEMERRE
KBS BREFEEEHBRFAHEN
B, 0L IR o P 47 B0 L F 16K S 0
BEEHEE, CHARKENAENE
ERAMAMAZRR N ZEYEHERTF
RUNAFTEMOESL. 2EREFHNT
RERE

O B B LR B T M o B S 3 3
REROKHRAD. i, HEREEER
ELFHAES ERERERINME
EETEHHRARIHBRN K
Bz  ERTRREAPESLH 3 EH W
RABHERER EXEHETREMEE
RHEEEFTFLRAFHR - F#LE
B RMNBFLEN RERLEERS
SLELHET. "

FUSK TR KNS, RA 8

4. poised vi. B ESH

5. AR, “MHTRN ZNPHEREM SR I RIIGNER,
MAR BTN, LB RERBER.

6. IAEA abbr. International Atomic Energy Agency (&
E) EFRRFHEND

“\o T RE Y 3§ ¥



"5 PR ¥ R B2

20044 Englisn Digest

fewer than the outgoing parliament, which had 13 female
parliamentarians. Another loser was embattled President
Mohammad Khatami whose final term ends in June 2005
and now stands isolated as one of the few reformists left
in public office. But also overshadowing the polls were
reports of sporadic violence, with at least seven people
killed in southern Iran afier violent clashes followed the
announcement of results.

The hard-line *Guardians Council’, the body behind
the controversial mass blacklisting of over 2,000 reformist
candidates and 87 sitting MPs, said the vote would trans-
form the Majlis into a body “guided by spirituality”. I-
ran’s reformers had won a landslide majority in the Ma-
jlis in the 2000 elections. But they were subsequently hit
with mounting criticism for their failure to deliver greater
democracy or a focused effort against unemployment and
inflation.

Iran’s conservative clerics urged voters not to boy-
cott Friday’s widely criticized elections, which hard-lin-
ers look sure to bring an end to President Khatami’s
struggle to reform the Islamic Republic. Leading reformist
parties pulled eut of the parliamentary polls after thou-
sands of candidates were disqualified. Disenchantment
with Khatami’s failure to realize reforms during seven
years as president made many veters simply stay at home,
handing victory to conservatives. “I won’t be voting and
everyone | talk to says the same,” said Mohsen, 44, a re-
tired military engineer from poor south Tehran. “They
(politicians) just talk but they haven’t done anything for
the people. They only think about themselves.”

‘Nobel laureate Shirin Ebadi, whose surprise choice
for the 2003 peace prize shone a global spotlight on the
drive for human rights in Iran, said this week she would
back the boycott campaign and stay away
from the polling booths. Reformists accuse
Islamic hard-liners of rigging Friday’s
parliamentary polls to ensure a conserva-
tive majority by barring more than 2,400
mostly reformist candidates from the bal- ‘
lot. Another 1,179 contenders then
dropped out of the race in protest leaving
a field of around 4,420 out of some 8,200 hopefuls who
registered to stand for the 290-seat assembly.

The hard-line win could stop *in its tracks® a seven-
year experiment to reform the 25-year-old Islamic state that
saw lively political debate and some relaxation of strict so-
cial codes in the oil-producing nation of 66 million peo- »
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ple. It would also leave Khatami, who has called the vote unfair,
facing a tough final 16 months in office dealing with a parliament
opposed to his more liberal ideas.

could be a sign of things to come,

In what many reformers fear

the hard-line judiciary on
Thursday sealed the campaign headquarters of the Islamic Iran
Participation Front, led by Khatami’s brother, and blocked ac-
cess to its news web site. The Participation Front has refused to
enter any candidates after most of its hopefuls were barred.

Two of the most outspoken reformist newspapers were closed
on Wednesday for daring to report an unprecedented scathing
open letter to Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei by dozens
of the reformist lawmakers banned from Friday’s poll. Criticizing
the absolute Islamic leader is an offence, and the Supreme Na-
tional Security Council had ordered newspapers not to report the
six-page letter in which deputies accused Khamenei of presiding
over a system that trampled on people’s rights. Khamenei op-
posed postponing Feb. 20 elections, effectively siding with hard-
liners in a crisis that has paralyzed the nation’s political system.
He told the country’s reformist president, Khatami, during crisis
talks on Feb. 3 that parliamentary elections must be held as sched-
uled. The meeting between Khamenei, who has the final say on
all state matters, and the embattled president was seen as a last
chance to ease Iran’s worst political crisis in years. W
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Greens Embrace to
Form New Europe-

Wide Alliance
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On Feb. 22, thirty-two
Green parties from 29 countries
formally signed an act of union
creating a cross-frontier envi-
ronmental party that will con-
test elections for the European
Parliament in June. The Green
party are hoping that by pre-
senting a united front they will
be able to improve their current
standing in the European par-
liament of 36 seats. 2 4 22 H,
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World Robot Declara-
tion Issued by Japan
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The International Robot
Fair 2004 started off with a
World Robot Declaration on
February 25. The declaration
states three specific expecta-
tions that future robots must
meet and declares 5 resolu-
tions on what must be done to
bring the next generation of
robots into existence. 2004 %
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