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Lebanon —— winners and losers
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The United Nations Security Council unanimously voted
in favor of Resolution 1701 calling for the immediate cessa-
tion of hostilities between Israel and Hezbollah but left a
cluster of unanswered questions. Javier Solana, the Euro-
pean Union’s envoy to the Middle East, summed up the sit-
uation at a news conference in Beirut Saturday when he
said, “All United Nations resolutions are not perfect.”

Solana then called upon both parties to implement the
resolution “in *good faith'.”
Indeed,

needed in order to get Israel and Hezbollah to implement

good faith and a few prayers is what will be

and respect this new resolution. May it prosper better than
the slew? of previous U.N.
ignored. To cite just a few: 242, 338, and more recently,
1559.

Resolution 1701 was unanimously approved by the

resolutions that remain largely

Lebanese cabinet—including two Hezbollah ministers. It re-
ceived a 24-0 vote of confidence from the Israeli govern-
ment (plus one ahstention), and got the green light from
Hassan Nasrallah, Hezbollah’s secretary-general. Still, it
contains gaping holes, some as wide as those left in the side
of some buildings in Beirut’s southern suburbs.

To begin with, much of the language included in 1701
is ambiguous, leaving both sides dissatisfied. For example,
despite it calling for hostilities to stop, the resolution grants
Israel the right to take “defensive action.” Of course noth-

ing in the text describes just what constitutes “defensivep
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action.”

And while the resolution does not grant Hezhollah the
same rights, in a televised speech Saturday night Nasrallah
reserved the right to resist the occupation, saying it was
“the legitimate right of the resistance to fight for its land.”

The resolution does not address the issue of the pris-
oners, neither the case of Israeli soldiers being held by
Hezbollah nor the fate of Lebanese prisoners detained by
Israel. It was, after all, the abduction of two Israeli soldiers
a month ago that unleashed the demons of war over
Lebanon.

It does not address the logistics of deploying the
Lebanese army to the south, nor does it give details of how
and when the international force that is to support the
Lebanese army—a *beefed up® UNIFIL*—will be deployed.
Nor does it detail the withdrawal to the other side of the
*Blue Line® of Israeli troops, as demanded by the resolu-
tion.

Still, in spite of its short-

Resolution 1701 is
very likely to be accepted be-
cause both Israel and Hezbollah

find themselves at a point in the

comings,

conflict where each can—to

some degree—claim victory of
sorts, yet risk clearly losing if
they continue fighting.

In truth, neither side came

R i . checkpoint in Qelila,
out of this conflict really victo-

Soldiers of the UN Interim Force in Lebanon
(UNIFIL) stand next to their armoured car at a
near the southern port
city of Tyre (Soure) August 22, 2006.
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rious, but then again, neither
are they defeated.

Of the two protagonists®,
fight looking better, having resisted the might of the Israeli
In June 1967 it took Israel six

Syria and

army for an entire month.
days to defeat the combined armies of Egypt,
And it took Israel 18 days to *turn the tables’ on
Egypt and Syria after the two Arab countries launched a

Jordan.

surprise attack on the Jewish state on *Yom Kippur® inp
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October 1973.

Hezhollah accepted the cease-fire because despite re-
sisting the Israeli invasion and putting up a stiff fight for 31
days in a string of villages along the border—Khiam, Bint
Jbeil, Maroun el Ras and others——and having fired close to
4,000 rockets into lsrael, it is questionable just how much
longer the Shiite militia, considered a terrorist group by Is-
rael and the United States, could resist. Hezbollah has un-
doubtedly suffered heavy casualties among its fighters,
though the group has not revealed exact numbers

Hezbollah can be blamed for the savage retaliation by
Israel that caused much of the tatters in which Lebanon’s
infrastructure lies today. The country’s bridges, roads, pow-
er plants have been destroyed, its economy set back some
20 years; a promising tourist season—one of Lebanon’s pri-
mary sources of income—Ilost.

Hezbollah undoubtedly must have felt the pressure
from its own constituents, the Shiite community in Lebanon.
They were the most affected by the war and the large per-
centage of the nearly one million refugees forced to leave
their homes in the southern Lebanese villages and in
Beirut’s southern suburbs are Shiites.

On the positive side for Israel, Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert did manage to distance Hezbollah from Israel’s
northemn frontier, creating a *buffer zone® in which the Shi-
ite militia should be absent, and in which 15,000 Lebanese
army troops and 15,000 UNIFIL troops should act as a de-
terrent, preventing Hezbollah from returning to the proximi-
ty'? of Israel’s northern border. But at what price?

While Israel can also claim victory, overall, it’s a
shallow one. Israel had intended to *break Hezbollah’s
back'" and humiliate the Shiite militia for having largely
been responsible in bringing about Israel’s withdrawal from
south Lebanon in 2000,

particularly its military were not about to quickly forget, or

something Israeli politicians and

forgive.

Overall, Israel *came short of? achieving its intended
goal, that of crushing Hezbollah. A war that was meant to
last a few days dragged into more than four weeks with the
military suffering a high rate of casualties and heavy loss of
equipment. Not to mention that nearly 1 million Israelis had
to be evacuated from the north of the country to escape
Hezbollah’s daily deluge of rockets, incurring a huge eco-

nomic drain on the country. p
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Finally, for Israel, it sets a
dangerous precedent. The country
that was once seen as the unbeat-
able Goliath?® in the Middle East
has suddenly become mortal.

Of the two men who led their
forces into this war—Ehud Olmert
and Hassan Nasrallah—the one
who comes out looking better is
Nasrallah. His popularity has sky-
rocketed in the Arab world, and al-
though *he will be taken to task™
by his fellow Lebanese at a later
date, for the moment, even the
Christians in Lebanon look at him
with greater respect. Whereas
Olmert’s Lebanese adventure that
claimed the lives of more than 100
Israeli soldiers and about 50 civil-
ians may well end up costing him
his job. B
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Time to Deliver, = the theme of the

16th intem‘ational AIDS Conference, held

13-18 August. 2006 -in Teronto, echoed

the need for action, notjust words, in re-

sponding -to 'the global HIV and AIDS

pandemic. % 16 BE# R L ##& A48 H 13
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3 " (Worldwide Faith News Aug. 21, 2006)

¢+ A woman prays -during a requiem
setvice in memory of people killed in a
Tu-154 aitliner crash in St. Petersburg,
Aug. 24,°2006. The Russian passenger
jet crashed Tuesday during a severe
thunderstorm, - killing all 170 people
aboard. 2006 % 8 A 24 B, -4 k£ FH
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Europe’s first spacecraft to
the moon ended its three-year
mission Sunday by crashing
into the lunar surface in a vol-
canic plane called the Lake of
Excellence, - to a round of ap-
plause in the mission control

room in Germany. # it # & AR EE — MG LM "H KL
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: (AP Sep. 3, 2006)

European Union foreign

policy chief Javier Solana and

Iran’s top nuclear negotiator

Ali Larijani arrive for a press

conference in Brussels in July

2006. International diplomacy

.. over the Iran nuclear crisis re-

sumes this week, despite Tehran’s defiance of a UN de-

mand to halt uranium’ enrichment or face international
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