21 and US
hold

historic talks

The US ambassador to Irag, Ryan Crocker, faces his Iranian

counterpart, Hassan Kazemi Qomi, across the negotiating table.

The US ambassador in Baghdad said today he had
warned Iran against supporting insurgents in Iraq during
the first official bilateral talks between Washington and 30
Tehran in almost three decades.
Ryan Crocker said the four hours of talks in
Baghdad with his Iranian counterpart, Hassan Kazemi : - 4
Qomi, had been businesslike! and positive, despite his
words on Iranian backing for militias. Tehran
vehemently? denies it is aiding insurgents.
“The talks proceeded positively. What we need to :
see is Iranian action on the ground,” Mr Crocker told
reporters after the talks at the office of the Iraqi prime
minister, Nouri al-Maliki, inside the sealed-off *Green
Zone®* compound in Baghdad.
“I laid out before the Iranians a number of direct,
specific concerns about their behaviour in Irag—their
support for militias that are fighting both the Iraqi
security forces and the coalition forces.”
“The fact [is] that a lot of explosives and ammunitions :
used by these groups are coming from Iran ... The ,
Iranians did not respond directly to that, they did again
emphasise that their policy is support of the [lraqi] ,
government,” he said. ( )
Iranian officials wanted to request a second session
of discussions, Mr Crocker said, adding: “We will :
consider that when we receive it.” » g

1. businesslike ['biznislaik] a. ; ; 3. Green Zone (
; 4
2. vehemently [ vizimonth] ad. , ! ")

2007.7 7



Iran also proposed setting up a “trilateral security
mechanism” that would include the US, Iraq and Iran, the
ambassador said, adding that any move on this would need
study in Washington.

The talks—the first such public contact between the
US and Iran since they broke off diplomatic relations in
1980—deliberately ignored the vexed® issue of Tehran’s
nuclear ambitions and were aimed solely at discussing
ways to improve the appalling® security situation inside
Irag.

As the men talked, a suicide car bomber struck in the
Sinak commercial district of central Baghdad, Killing at
least 21 people and wounding 66, police and hospital
officials said.

Despite its concerns about Iran, the US is trying to
enlist the country to help stem® the sectarian violence in
Iraq between Sunnis and Shias that threatens to spiral’
into all-out® civil war.

Direct contact with Iran was recommended by the
bipartisan Iraq Study Group report, commissioned by the
US Congress and released late last year.

Hopes of any real advance in today' s talks
diminished even before they began as Tehran formally
complained last night about alleged American and British
spying in Iran.

A top Iranian foreign ministry official summoned the
Swiss ambassador in Tehran, who represents US interests,
to launch a formal protest about what he called
“espionage® networks” .

Iranian state television reported that the official,
Ahmad Sobhani, demanded an explanation for groups he
said were committing “infiltration®® and sabotage™ in
western, central and south-western areas of the country”.

Iran has repeatedly complained of US and British
attempts to stir up its ethnic minorities as a way of putting
pressure on the leadership. The US has repeated
accusations that Iran is sending explosives and other
material to insurgents in Irag.

Speaking today in Tehran, Iran’s foreign minister,
Manouchehr Mottaki, argued that the talks could only lead
to future meetings if Washington admitted its Middle East
policy had been mistaken.

“We are hopeful that Washington’ s realistic approach
to the current issues of Iraq by confessing its failed policy
in Irag and the region and by showing a determination to
changing the policy guarantees success of the talks »
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The divided Koreas sent trains lumbering through their heavily
armed border for the first time in more than half a century Thursday,
reaching another symbolic milestone in a reconciliation process. It was
the first train crossing of the 4-kilometer- (2.5-mile-) wide no man’s land
dividing the two sides since inter-Korean rail links were cut off early in
the 1950- 53 Korean War. (5 17 ),

1950 1953 , , 4 (25 )
(AP May 16, 2007)

Federal law enforcement officials and New York City police said today that four
people have been charged with conspiring to bomb Kennedy International Airport.
The plan, which was described by United States Attorney Roslynn R. Mauskopf as
“one of the most chilling plots imaginable,” involved a former airport worker who is
a United States citizen of Guyanese descent and a former member of the Guyanese
parliament, who is also an imam. ( ) , 4
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, , (The New York Times Jun. 2, 2007)

Germany will host this week’s G8 summit in Heiligendamm, a small

Baltic Sea resort in the northern part of the country. Leaders from the

world’s eight most industrialized nations—the United States, Great

Britain, Canada, France, ltaly, Japan, Germany and Russia—arrive today

for three days of discussions on the world’s most pressing problems,

including climate change, proposals for aid to Africa and what to do about

Iran’ s nuclear program, to name but a few. ,
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(ABC News Jun. 6, 2007) ( )

”

and possible further talks,” he said.

Despite the deliberately narrow focus of the :
discussions, many other sources of tension remain, *not
least” intense US-led pressure on lIran over its nuclear :
enrichment programme. Washington and others claim
Iran wants nuclear weapons, while Tehran insists it is .
purely a civil energy scheme. :

Iran’ s government also remains deeply suspicious

that the Bush administration harbours plans for regime (

change in Tehran. = The Guardian May 28, 2007)
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