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But a nuclear
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remains a danger
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Pressure works ( high confidence”

(1) If the consequences were not so serious, it would be
tempting to mock the fiascos® and flip-flops® of America’s
intelligence services. Before 2003 they said that Iraq had
chemical and biological weapons and was seeking nuclear
ones. They were wrong. In 2005 they said that Iran had a
secret nuclear programme and was determined to get a bomb.
Now they say they were wrong about that too.

(2) This week’s national intelligence assessment says with
* high confidence” that although Iran was indeed working on a
bomb until the autumn of 2003 it then stopped. By the middle
of this year it had probably ‘{ moderate confidence”) not
started again. And unless it got fuel for a bomb from abroad it
would take at least until late 2009 ‘(' moderate confidence”)
but more likely between 2010 and 2015 to make it at home.

(3) What is the baffled® layman* to *make of® this? First
that intelligence is neither art nor science but a system of best
guesses based on incomplete evidence. If new evidence
suggests that the previous guesses were wrong, it is a good
thing that spies are willing to say so. Some of the outraged
hawks who want America to bomb Iran’s nuclear facilities
accuse the spies of sexing down their latest Iran dossier® in
order to make amends’ for having sexed up the one that led
America into a war in lIrag. But that would imply a truly
impressive conspiracy between the 16 agencies that signed the
report. Of course, the spies’ new assessment may be wrong, as
their previous ones proved to be. But it is most unlikely to »
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be a tissue® of lies.
(4) For that very reason, however, relieved® doves who :
think the spectre® of a nuclear Iran or of an American attack
has now disappeared had better read the report again. Its final
sentence says ‘( high confidence”) that Iran has the scientific,
technical and industrial capacity eventually to produce nuclear  ( )
weapons if it chooses. As to what “ eventually” means, the :
assessment has not changed: it was always late 2009 at the ! i
earliest but more probably the middle of the next decade. As to : 2009 ;
whether Iran will do so, the spies say ‘{ moderate-to-high
confidence”) that' at a minimum” it is *keeping : (* ")
the option open™. "
(5) That is troubling, because Iran can
continue to work towards a bomb without 2003
resuming the secret programme America now ‘
thinks it stopped in 2003. That programme was
about “ weaponisation”: the fiddly* business of
making a device that can set off a chain
reaction in nuclear fuel. But creating such a
warhead is the easier part of building a bomb.
Harder *by far® is making the fuel. And, as the
report notes, making the fuel is
precisely what Iran continues to do *in
defiance of* UN Security Council
resolutions at its uranium-enrichment
plant at Natanz. For now, it is true,
Iran is enriching the uranium at below
weapons grade. It says it is doing so
only in order to power reactors to
produce electricity. But it has no such
reactors. And to get the uranium to weapons grade it has only
to run the stuff often enough through Natanz’s centrifuges®.
(6) In short, nothing in the new assessment makes the
story Iran tells about Natanz any less fishy or the dangers
posed by its dash to enrich uranium any less troubling. But it
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American preemption’” now becomes almost impossible
to sell either at home or abroad. That is probably a good
thing, given that a military attack was always likelier to
restore Iran’s determination to build a bomb than destroy
its ability to get one. Unfortunately, the report may also
make it harder for America and Europe to maintain, let
alone sharpen, the sanctions the world has imposed in
order to make Iran stop work at Natanz.

Talk if necessary, but keep up the sanctions

(7) Since the spies say Iran stopped its bomb-making
in 2003 because of world pressure, relaxing it now would
be perverse®. But to keep the world on side, America
may have to show new flexibility. For example, while
tightening sanctions, it could offer to talk to Iran about
all aspects of their troubled relations, even before work at
Natanz stopped. Iran might refuse. But that would at least
make it clear which side was the spoiler. =
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2 “national intelligence assessment”
(NIE)”,
Intentions and Capabilities, November 2007~
“confidence”

“National Intelligence Estimate
, “Iran: Nuclear
2007 10 31 ,
“high, moderate,
or low’ “confidence”
(“ Key Judgment™)

We judge with high confidence that in fall 2003, Tehran halted its nuclear weapons programl; we also
assess with moderate-to-high confidence that Tehran at a minimum is keeping open the option to develop
nuclear weapons. We judge with high confidence that the halt, and Tehran’ s announcement of its decision to
suspend its declared uranium enrichment program and sign an Additional Protocol to its Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty Safeguards Agreement, was directed primarily in response to increasing international
scrutiny and pressure resulting from exposure of Iran’ s previously undeclared nuclear work.

14 English Digest  Feb. 2008



EU leaders gathered in Lisbon Thursday to sign a landmark treaty
which they hope will revitalize Europe and avoid the referendum death
which befell the constitution it is designed to replace. (AFP Dec. 13, 2007)

(12 13 )

Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force destroyer
JS Kongo shot down a dummy ballistic missile in a test about 100 miles (160 km)
above the Pacific on Monday, a first for a U.S. ally, Japanese and U.S. forces said.
(Reuters Dec. 18, 2007) “ "
(12 17 ) 100 (160 )

Kenya’s President Mwai Kibaki said on
Saturday he was ready to form a government of national unity to end
post-election violence that has killed 300 people and forced 250,000 to

flee their homes. (Reuters Jan. 5, 2008) : (1
5 )
300 , 25

Washington on Tuesday warned Iran against making threatening
maneuvers towards American ships after a tense weekend standoff in the
Strait of Hormuz, while Tehran denied anything other than “routine”
interaction between the fleets. (AFP Jan. 8, 2008) (1 8 )
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3 sex up: ; ; - W. 2003
“sex down”
3 16 agencies: Air Force Intelligence, Army Intelligence, Central Intelligence Agency, Coast

Guard Intelligence, Defense Intelligence Agency, Department of Energy, Department of Homeland Security,
Department of State, Department of the Treasury, Drug Enforcement Administration, Federal Bureau of
Investigation, Marine Corps Intelligence, National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency, National Reconnaissance
Office, National Security Agency, Navy Intelligence NIE

6 ... nothing in the new assessment makes the story Iran tells about Natanz any less fishy or the
dangers posed by its dash to enrich uranium any less troubling: “any less” “

7 keep the world on side: “retaining support from the rest of the world, or having the rest of the
world agreeing with, or at least understanding why the pressure in question should be maintained”;

( The Economist Dec. 6, 2007)
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