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The Outlines of a Settlement

How the Israelis might end their assault on Hamas

In wars the fighting often intensifies' on the eve of a
ceasefire?, as each side jostles® for last-minute advantage. That o
may explain the step-up® in fighting on January 15th, as Israeli 15 -
ground forces thrust® deeper into Gaza City, at one point shelling
the main United Nations compound® and reportedly setting a
hospital on fire. For the escalating” violence also coincided with
a quickening of diplomatic efforts to end the devastating three- N 3
week war. o
The focus of the diplomacy is in Cairo, where the Egyptian
government has been receiving emissaries® from both Israel and 0
Hamas. Speculation’ from Israel suggested that there might soon
be a ceasefire *in place': Israel would not immediately pull its —
troops out of the battered" Gaza Strip but would stop shooting,
in return for Hamas ending completely its already faltering'
rocket bombardment™ of Israel. o
Israel’s preference is a truce that keeps maximum pressure
on Hamas. The Israeli army would *stay on" the outskirts'® of o
Gaza City and reserve' soldiers would remain mobilised®, the
better to persuade Hamas to accept a longer-lasting ceasefire that
would also include arrangements to cut the flow of weaponry"
smuggled to its fighters through the tunnel system beneath Gaza’s
border with Egypt. Only then would the Israeli army withdraw o
and Israel lift its economic blockade®. o
It remained to be seen, as The Economist *went to press®, ( h)
whether Hamas could bring itself to cease firing with the » >
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Israeli troops still inside the Strip. That could look perilously®
like a defeat.
casualties® on the Israeli invaders and is showing signs of

Hamas has failed to inflict® significant

12

stress and division. The Palestinian death toll exceeds 1,000, 1000
including hundreds of civilians. Many of its installations*—and
many other buildings in Gaza—have been *reduced to rubble®.
Israel is *bracing itself for” a new wave of global
opprobrium® once the world’s press is finally allowed into
Gaza and reports first-hand from the ruins. But support for the 0
war among the Israeli public has remained broad (barring® the
Israeli-Arab minority) and solid. o
When the guns fall silent Israel can also turn back to its
elections, due on February 10th. In fact the campaign never 2 10 o
really stopped. Inter-party and interpersonal rivalries seeped® o
into the cabinet war-room® despite the ostensible®™ suspension
of political hostilities®. Ehud Olmert, who resigned over o
corruption charges and will step down as prime minister once a
new government is formed, has been the most gung-ho* of the ol
senior ministers. On January 12th, in rocket-stricken Ashkelon,
he vowed that Israel’s “iron fist” would keep smiting® the T o
enemy. “It’s a test of willpower, us against them,” he told a :
gathering of local mayors. His critics say his eye is really on
his legacy, and above all on the opportunity to erase the
memory of the inconclusive® war against Hizbullah® in south 2006
Lebanon in 2006.
Mr Olmert and Tzipi Livni, the foreign minister and his .
successor as leader of the centrist® Kadima party, have » N
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been overshadowed in the running of the war by the defence
minister and Labour Party leader, Ehud Barak. A former army
chief of staff, he is back *in his element®, in the field with the
troops, speaking their language, with cameras and microphones
in attendance. His ratings, deep *in the doldrums® before the
war, have surged back almost to respectability”. He is not *on
a par with® Ms Livni and the Likud’s Binyamin Netanyahu,
who remain neck-and-neck® in the polls. But whichever of
them wins the prime ministership will probably be keen now
to keep Mr Barak at defence.

Mr Olmert and Ms Livni, by contrast, *came to grief* over
a UN Security Council resolution on January 8th that called for
a ceasefire. For Israel it was premature® (Hamas rejected it too)
and Ms Livni was blamed for failing to get it deferred®. Mr
Olmert then got into trouble by boasting that his own last-minute
phone call to George Bush resulted in America abstaining”
instead of voting in favour, as the American secretary of state,
Condoleezza Rice, had intended. She was “embarrassed”’, he
asserted. “One hundred percent totally, completely untrue,” the
State Department spokesman shot back next day.

Mr Barak, on the other hand, projects prudence®. Having
had a good war so far, he seems keen to stop while Israel is
still ahead. The next phase of the war, he said on January
14th, would oblige” the army to reoccupy the so-called

t* of land on the Gaza side

“Philadelphi Route”, a narrow trac
of the strip’s™ border with Egypt. Why, he asked, confront the
incoming Barack Obama with this destabilising prospect?

Israeli aircraft have pounded the latticework™ of tunnels
under the border. But even as the air force bombed them,
Hamas was digging new ones. Israel wants international
involvement to staunch® this traffic*. America and Germany
have offered Egypt technical help, but Egypt has refused in the
past to have any foreign forces monitoring its side of the Gaza
border, and Hamas says that foreign troops on the Gaza side
would be more “occupation”. Neither Egypt nor Israel is keen
on revisiting their 1979 peace treaty, which limits the number
of troops Egypt can deploy in the border zone. But there are
signs that both sides might accept Turkish troops.

The outcome of the border negotiations will determine the
long-term success of “Operation Cast™ Lead” for Israel. In the
short term, the government claims already to have restored its
deterrent® power. Favourable sentiment in the southern towns
under rocket fire and among the reservists massed along the
border *bears this out”. The atmosphere is very different from
the despondent® one during the month-long Lebanon war p
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Hundreds of thousands of strikers marched through French cities on
Thursday to demand pay rises and protection for jobs, challenging President
Nicolas Sarkozy to do more for ordinary workers. 1 29

o (Reuters Jan. 29, 2009)

Founder Klaus Schwab announced a “global redesign initiative” to reform

banking, regulation and corporate governance. For five days, more than 2,000

business and political leaders discussed what some here called the “crisis of

capitalism”.

Madagascar’s opposition leader vowed on Sunday to continue protests
against President Marc Ravalomanana a day after security forces killed at least
25 anti-government demonstrators. 25
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of 2006. Of course, Hamas’s rockets have been less lethal®

and far less numerous than Hizbullah’s. But Israelis ascribe®

their low civilian casualties to a sustained investment in

*reinforced concrete® shelters and to the public’s

disciplined® response to the Home Command’s instructions,

as well as to some lucky escapes. o
This feeds into a defiant® rejection of international

condemnation. Years of missiles on their towns, the

Palestinian intifada® with its lethal suicide-bombings, the

unrequited®—as Israelis see it—withdrawal from Gaza in

2005, all these have created a collective sense among B

Israelis that they are right, whatever the world may say. =
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