. “Yes-We-Can”

Obama’s Yes-We-Can War:
More Troops to Afghanistan

(14 2
By Mark Thompson
Afghanistan became President Obama’s war on Tuesday, 2 17
when he ordered two more U.S. combat brigades' into the 2
fight. He will send 17,000 combat troops to join the 36,000- . 1.7
strong? U.S. force already in the theater’. The fact that the 3.6

units' now ordered to Afghanistan had originally been slated®
for Iraq underscores® the new Administration’s shift in priorities”.
The reinforcements® include about 8,000 Marines’ from
Camp Lejeune, N.C., who should be in Afghanistan by late
spring, and a 4,000-strong Army brigade from Fort Lewis, 8000
Wash., which should arrive in the summer. Those units will be
joined by about 5,000 more Army “enablers” to provide L4000

1" support. . 5000

logistica

The White House announcement took subtle shots' at the
priorities of the Bush Administration, stressing that the request
from U.S. commanders in Afghanistan for the additional troops
was “months old”. President Obama’s written statement ex-
plained, “This increase is necessary to stabilize a deteriorating™
situation in Afghanistan, which has not received the strategic

attention, direction and resources it urgently requires.” » ~ B S
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If Army General David McKiernan, the U.S. commander in B—
Afghanistan, *gets his way", the total increase over the coming
year will be 30,000. McKiernan has said he needs to *beef up" 3
U.S. forces in Afghanistan to *roll back a growing Taliban
insurgency’, especially before the presidential election currently 8
slated for August. Indeed, U.S. officials say they have only 40%
of the American officers needed to train the Afghan army to take
over security duties at some point in the future. But sending any 40%
additional troops to Afghanistan would require reducing U.S. troop
levels' in Irag, and Obama has ordered a review of U.S. strategy
in Afghanistan before committing to further reinforcements.
Defense Secretary Robert Gates explained last week that the units
ordered to Afghanistan on Tuesday had to be given their
*marching orders before the Administration’s strategy review
could be completed because of the pressing need for
reinforcements.

Obama is keenly aware of the limitations on what his
reinforcements can achieve. “I am absolutely convinced that you
cannot solve the problem of Afghanistan, the Taliban, the spread
of extremism" in that region solely through military means,” he
told an interviewer on Tuesday. But more troops are needed
t* and begin to reverse a perilous” slide in NATO’s
fortunes in Afghanistan.

With the Taliban growing in confidence and feeling the wind
*at its back®, the bad news out of Afghanistan just keeps getting
worse for the U.S. NATO commanders have long expressed
frustration at the failure of the Pakistani military to prevent

simply to arres

Taliban and al-Qaeda fighters maintaining sanctuaries® in Pakistan
from which they can launch attacks inside Afghanistan. But
Pakistan’s announcement on Monday of a peace agreement to 2 16
accommodate the domestic Taliban insurgency in the Swat Valley
suggests that an all-out™ war against militants on their soil is not

what Pakistan’s generals *have in mind®. And the *supply » . >
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lines® that funnel® food, fuel and war materiel to U.S. forces
in Afghanistan, already imperiled® by militant attacks in
Pakistan, may face a further setback this week when the
parliament in Kyrgyzstan votes on whether or not to kick the
U.S. out of the Manas airbase, which has played a key role in
air support in Afghanistan. The U.N. just announced that 2,118
civilians died in fighting in Afghanistan in 2008, a 40% hike”
as the war grows *ever more® bloody. And, last week, the
Taliban “welcomed” U.S. envoy Richard Holbrooke to Kabul
by launching an audacious™ terror attack on three government
buildings in the capital, leaving 26 people dead.

Having watched rival armies *fight their way® back and
forth across the country for the past 30 years since the Soviets
invaded, Afghans have become adept® at accommodating
themselves with the likely winner at any given moment. Right
now, the trends are not moving

2118

2008

in Washington’s favor, and that
fact is recognized by the
Afghan citizenry.  “There’s
been a major shift towards
acceptance of the Taliban,”
military  scholar ~ Anthony
Cordesman told a
congressional panel last week.
He noted that polling in
Afghanistan shows “the

number of people who feel the
United States has performed
well in Afghanistan has been
cut in half in the last three

Rescuers attend to a wounded U.S. soldier after a blast
in Kabul, Afghanistan, on Saturday. Vice President
Joseph R. Biden Jr. said Sunday that the Obama
administration  “inherited a real mess” in Afghanistan
and warned that “we’ re going to be engaging the

years,” from 68% in 2005 to eneny more now.”

32% now.

Hardly an auspicious® moment, then, for Obama to put
his stamp® on the U.S.-led war in Afghanistan, but a
commander-in-chief doesn’t always have the luxury of choice.
As a senator, Obama had criticized the “surge®” of nearly
30,000 additional U.S. troops into Iraq two years ago. Now, as
commander in chief, he has begun ordering what may turn out
to be a similar increase into Afghanistan. Of course, he had
maintained on the campaign trail* that Afghanistan, not Iraq,
was the “right” place to *wage war on® terror, but his strategy
review reflects the fact that many have begun to question the
goals and focus of the U.S. mission there.

Obama began his terse” statement Tuesday by
acknowledging that “there is no more solemn® duty as p
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Two nuclear-armed submarines from Britain and France collided while
on separate patrols in the Atlantic Ocean but there were no injuries or
radioactive leaks, naval officials said on Monday. 2 16

2
. (Reuters Feb. 16, 2009)

The bodies of dozens of Bangladeshi officers shot dead by their troops in a
dispute over pay were found today in the capital, Dhaka, bringing the death toll
from the armed rebellion to more than 70. 2 27 )

70 . The Guardian Feb. 27, 2009

Southeast Asian leaders said on Sunday they backed stimulus plans,
opposed protectionism and would coordinate policies to confront a deepening

global financial crisis battering their economies. 3 1

. Reuters Mar. 1, 2009

Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao has addressed the annual session of the
National People’s Congress—China’s parliament. And the premier’s main
message to delegates was that China’s economy is still in good hands, even at a
time of crisis. Wen Jiabao told them that growth could be kept at eight per cent
and inflation under 4 per cent.

. 8%
4% . ABC Mar. 6, 2009
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President than the decision to deploy our armed forces into
harm’s way.” He has been personally writing letters to the
families of each U.S. soldier killed in Afghanistan and
Irag, hand signing them “Barack.” Such letters no doubt 7
will become more difficult to write in the months ahead,

when the casualties" begin to include some of those he

ordered into combat. m Time Feb. 18, 2009
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