f H. M. King of Bahrain Visits China
BEEEXAEDE

A RONG

B

Photos by CHENG JINGIING and LI JIANGSHU
B¥: Bmm FIW

In September 2002, the women’s delegation of Bahrain, led by H. H. Shaikha Sabeeka Bint
Ibrahim Al-Khalifa, wife of H. M. King of Bahrain and Chairwoman of the Supreme Council for
Women of Bahrain, paid a 10-day visit to China. Gur reporter interviewed Her Highness.
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Women of Bahrain, recently led a 42-person delegation to China during a 10-day visit. The delegation was invited by the

All-China Women'’s Federation (ACWEF). The delegation’s main goal was to expand cooperation with the ACWF,
understand ACWF’s successes in promoting women’s development, and to promote friendly relations between the countries.

State Councilor Wu Yi, ACWF President and NPC Standing Committee Vice-chiarperson Peng Peiyun and Vice-chairman of

H. H. Shaikha Sabeeka Bint Ibrahim Al-Khalifa, wife of H. M. King of Bahrain and Chairwoman of the Supreme Council for
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(right) sign @ memorandum of understanding and cooperation at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing
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ACWF and SCWB?

#1: All-China Women’s Federation and
the Supreme Council for Women of Bahrain
are similar. Both work to improve women'’s
economic, social, cultural and political
situations. Both work to help women elimi-
nate development obstacles.

The difference: SCWB is completely of-
ficial while ACWF combines non-governmen-
tal and official programs. ACWF’s relation-
ship with China’s National Working Commit-
tee for Women and Children clearly defines
this characteristic. The commission is respon-
sible for legislation; ACWF tries to imple-
ment the legislation.

H. H. Shoikha Sabeeka, accompanied by ACWF
Vice-president Hua Fuzhou (left in the front row)
and delegates, visits the Great Wall
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1 A visit fo the All-China Women's Federation Mansion, accompa-
nied by Hua Fuzhou (middle), ACWF Vice-president and Zhao
Shaohua(right in the front row), Member of the Secretariat of the
ACWF
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2 Visiting the Beijing Guang’anmen Hospital of Chinese Medicine
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3 H. H. Shoikha Sabeeka receives the honorary title of Professor of
Sociology from China Women’s College
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WOC': In what areas does the SCWB look forward to
cooperating with China?

#: The Supreme Council for Women of Bahrain hopes
the visit will be a starting point for cooperation with China.
SCWB and ACWF have signed a memorandum of understand-
ing and cooperation, which is a first step towards good
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cooperation. We hope this MOU will lead to a series of coop-
eration programs to benefit wornen in both countries.

WOT: Have you heard about our magazine? Is there similar
magazines in Bahrain? What is your opinion of women’s maga-
zines in China? ‘

H: We received some copies of your magazine before our
visit, and it's a pleasure to be here with you. There is no such
magazine in Bahrain. However, SCWB plans to publish a
women’s magazine in the'near future. We recornmend women’s
magazines worldwide.

WOC: We also have questions about Bahraini women’s
situations. First, women make up 65 percent of university stu-
dents in Bahrain, and 17 percent of the uneducated population.
This indicates a high level of education among women in
Bahrain. It also highlights the importance the
Bahraini Government places on education.

How have the Bahraini Government and
SCWB supported women’s education?

#: The government has done a lot to
promote education. In 2001, there were 203
government-run schools, of which 103 were
for girls.

Education in Bahrain is free from the first
level up to high school. The government pro-
vides a lot of scholarships to prominent stu-

H. H. Shaikha Sa beeka (5th right) and Vice-chair-
person of the National Committze of the CPPCC
Wang Wenyuan (4th right) posing for a group
photo
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H. H. Shaikha Sabeeka leads her del-
egation during a visit fo Women of
China. She had an informal discus-
sion with the magazine's directors
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Women of China’s
directors present o
gift to H. H. Shoikha
Sabeeka
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dents so they can study overseas. Thirty percent of Bahrain’s
university students have free education. Recently, H. M. King
of Bahrain reduced university charges to encourage people
to continue with higher education.

The importance we have placed on education has helped
reduce dropout rates and illiteracy. It has also helped increase
the number of highly educated people in various sectors,

One of the SCWB’s goals is to support women as they
pursue their educations. The SCWB designates a special
committee, from among its 10 committees, to train and em-
power women with skills and knowledge to facilitate their en-
try into the labor market.

WU, We noticed that in the 1930s the jobs available
for Bahraini women were limited to the teaching and nursing






