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Under his concept, Libya has no party and no head of state.
He calls himself leader of the Great Alfathen Revolution, and he
says “Libyan people take charge of the power,” and “all rights,
wealth and weapons belong to the people.”

Libyan women once strictly abided by the Koran, veiling their
faces and hair when outside-their homes, but Col. Khadafy has
said he attaches great importance on improving the status of
women.

He wrote in one of his “Green Books” that “men are human
beings, and women are human beings too. Women and men are
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Using the leader’s writings as a guide, more and more Libyan
women have removed their veils in public and have, in fact, taken
roles of leadership in many facets of Libyan life.

Women have progressed in the fields of politics, law, educa-
tion, economy, health care and social welfare, and wormen cur-
rently occupy most of the positions of secretary of Basic Peo-
ple’s Congresses throughout Libya.

The Great Green Charter of Human Rights, Law of Freedom
and Law of Marriage and Divorce and some other laws of Libya
protect the rights and interests of women.

Outside the country, women have also progressed.

In January, Najat Alhajaji, ambassador of the Libyan delegation
in Geneva, was selected head of the 59th UN International Hu-
man Rights Commission.

poli, the Libyan capital, to
begin the five-day visit on a bright spring day in March.

Tripoli is the country’s political and economic center, and it
boasts the country’s largest harbor. It is a famous tourist site and
features beautiful scenery and climate. The beauty of the area is
reflected in the fact the city is also referred to as “The Bride of the
Mediterranean.”

Touring in Libya is akin to entering a world of green.

In the cities, green trees, green banners and slogans written in
green can be seen everywhere and even resident’s windows and
balconies are painted in green.

The delegation, while visiting the “Green Books” Study Center
of Libya, were amazed to see even the bookshelves, desks, chairs
and floor in the center were green.

The "Green Books,” written by Col. Khadafy, have been pub-
lished in more than 30 languages. Libyan people say they love
green because it is the color of nature, it represents vigor and life
and it also is the color of the nation’s flag—a color of revolution.

Delegations visiting Libya are taken to see the country’s “artifi-
cial river” project, and the Chinese women'’s group was no ex-
ception.

Libya does not have a useful river or lake, so, in 1983, Col.
Khadafy decided to divert underground water in the southern
desert to the northern areas to be used in égriculture, industry
and people’s daily lives.

To accomplish that ambitious goal, Col. Khadafy decided to
build artificial rivers. He ordered wells to be dug in the desert and
giant pipes placed underground to transport the water to areas
where it was greatly needed.

Numerous reservoirs were built to store the precious water and



the country continues to work on the project, and plans to build
4,000 kilometers of man-made rivers.

The delegation also visited the Libyan Women's Police Officer
Coliege, a local rehabilitation center for disabled persons, the
Security Bureau of Andalus District, a local kindergarten and an
archeological site 123 kilometers east of the capital, where re-
mains of buildings dating back to ¢. 1000 B.C. in ancient Boman
times are found.

HHOTH L WISCUSSIVNS dl 1IU PUVIG SPeeUnes by members of the
delegation introduced China and Chinese women to the Liby-
ans, and conveyed the spirit of friendship to the North African
country.

Members of the delegation said they were “moved by the pro-
found friendship of the Libyan people toward Chinese people
wherever we went.” Major local newspapers, broadcasting sta-
tions and television stations reported on the delegation’s visit.

Col. Khadafy met the delegation in a big tent, extended a warm
welcome to the delegation and praised Chinese women for their
active involvement in various fields.

When the delegation visited the Province of Shaabiat Almirob,
the secretary of the local Basic People’s Congress, Omar said
proudly, that he had studied at Qinghua University, so he thought
he was half Chinese. He invited the delegation to attend one of
the local Basic People’s Congress’ meetings and invited delega-
tion leader Zhao Shaohua to speak to congress.

Nulia, secretary of Social Affairs of the Basic People’s Congress
of the Province of Shaabiat, Benghazi, compared the reception
given the Chinese to that accorded a head of state. “Only in this
way, could we express our love for China,” she said.

Dr Salma Abdel Jabar, secretary of Social Affairs of General
People’s Congress, told the delegation, “Our Prophet Mohamed
had said that we should pursue knowledge even if it is far away in
China. China is a country | had dreamed of visiting since | was a
child. In 2002, | realized my dream by having a chance to visit her.
| hope (the) Chinese Women'’s Delegation can feel the same as |
did when you visit our country,” the secretary said.

The delegation is now back home in China, but memories of

the warm reception by the Libyan people remain fresh in mem-
bers’ minds.m
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