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The Historical Dilemma of the Middle East Problem and China’s Middle East Policy
SUN Bi—gan

Abstract: The complex contemporary situation in the Middle East is created by many factors, most of which are closely around the
religious, ethnic and territorial conflicts. The formation of these conflicts has its historical reasons. The historical experiences of
Palestinian Arabs and Jews determine their different fundamental positions. Modern Zionism, regarded as the initiator of the Middle
East problem, has profound impact on Israeli domestic politics. The United Nations Partition Plan for Palestine and the founding of
the state of Israel lead to the contemporary Arab—Israeli conflict. The interests of major powers including the United States are
concealed behind the conflicts, and China’s strategic interests are closely related to the conflicts in the Middle East. In such context,
China’s Middle East policy upholds the principle of supporting the justice side, and actively involves in peaceful settlement of the
question of Palestine.
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