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“hegemony” about China. Ideologically, China is portrayed as communist power. In addition, textbook de-

scriptions of Jiandao and Changbai Mountain issues might lead to more territory conflicts in the future.
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Feminist Epistemology: Criticism and Construction of Mainstream IR Epistemology

by  Su Yunting
The difference in epistemology is the main cause which leads to the emergence of different international rela-
tions schools. From the perspective of individualism and positivism, mainstream epistemology tries to prove
the objectivity of international relations. According to the model of independent man, mainstream epistemolo-
gy establishes the premise that man dominants reason and international practice, shapes international relations
theory with male characteristic. In view of the gender characteristics of mainstream epistemology, feminism
advocates adding and establishing women’s cognitive status, and takes women’s practices and experiences as bas-
ic sources of the knowledge of international relations. This constitutes feminist empiricism and standpoint.
Guiding empiricism by standpoint, criticizing epistemology of mainstream can create a new feminist concept of

international relations.
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The Course of Governance of the Obama Administration: the Rereading of the Four State of the U-
nion Messages by  Mei Renyi
State of the Union message is the American president’s report on the work he has done in the past year and his
attention and arrangement in the coming year. The State of the Union every year is a reflection of the changes
in domestic and international situation. Therefore, the reading of the State of the Union will make us under-
stand better the situation America is in, the mood of the American people and the decision-makers, their grasp
and analysis of the issues they face and the measures they are going to take. We can also get to know from the
four State of the Union messages the change of the mood of the president, his relation with the Congress and

the intensification of the struggle between the two parties.

A Study of the Alternation Mechanism of Japanese Prime Ministers in the Postwar Period

by Qu Jing
The mechanism of the alternation of prime ministers, that is, the ruling party nominates the prime minister
and the Diet appoints it, was adopted in Japan in the postwar period. Due to the specificity of party politics,
the prime minister was alternated within one party for a long period of time. Short life span of a prime minis-
ter still exists even though the Democratic Party comes to power instead of the Liberal Democratic Party. The
election system and the reporting way of media that caters to the people are the main reasons for the frequent
alternations of prime ministers. The frequent alternation of prime ministers results in the changes of Japan’ in-

ternal and foreign policies which increases the difficulty for other countries to cope with.

The Evolution of Somali Political Islam and Its Characteristics by Li Fuquan
Somali political Islam originated in the 1960s, and grew in the 1990s. Its development roughly experienced
three stages which were represented successively by Islamic Union, Islamic Courts Union and Youth Move-
ment. Owing to Somalia’s special national condition, its political Islam shows the following characteristics:
penetration and influence of tribalism, mingling of nationalism and Islam, militarization and violence in gen-
eral, powerful external influence, and strong anti-sufi tendency. Fundamentally Somali political Islam roots in

the reality of Somalia and represents the effort of some Somalis to get rid of development dilemma.
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