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official and popular discourses described in the
case study show that although nation states are
obliged to compromise with supranational forces
and institutions, the principal site of struggles to
define collective subjectivities and positions is
still located at national level. These struggles re-
flect the clash between the utopia of a homoge-
neous nation and that of a multicultural nation.
This clash is the site of tensions and negotiations
between three types of actors: international
agencies, governing elites, and indigenous
groups.

Gaining access to a globally coveted
mining resource: a case study in Bur-
kina Faso

Quentin Megret

The last 10 years or so have seen a considerable
influx of West African migrant gold-seekers into
the south-west region of Burkina Faso. The
modern non-industrial extraction of gold is
widespread and at present accounts for a vast
network of itinerant mine workings dispersed at
many sites in the region. This process of settle-
ment is taking place as pressure exerted during
the 1990s by the World Bank and the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund has forced the State of
Burkina Faso to liberalise the mining sector by
opening up the country to foreign investors. An
international mining company now holds the
prospecting permit for Kampti 111, located near
the departmental capital of the same name. The
permit, which covers 250 km? takes in a large
part of the land also occupied by local commu-
nities and gold-seekers. In this context, a num-

ber of different stakeholders are attempting to
redefine, often on a case-by-case basis and
drawing on varied sources of legitimacy, ways of
gaining access to the land and ownership of the
mining wealth within it. This paper uses frontier
theory to describe the challenges driving a com-
plex and constantly evolving field of social, eco-
nomic, and political competition.

Collective memory and management of
the past: the entrepreneurs of civil war
memory in post-war Lebanon

Elsa Abou Assi

This article analyses the management of the past
in Lebanon, through the study of memory en-
trepreneurs and the constitution of a collective
memory of the Civil War (1975-1990), in the
post-war period. National reconciliation, under
Syrian hegemony is based on an amnesty for war
crimes and the reintegration of militia heads in
state  institutions. Memory  entrepreneurs,
grouped under the banner of “civil society”,
fight to impose their version of the past in public
spaces, through the mobilisation for the missing,
the commemoration of 13 April 1975, and the
creation of specialised associations. In response
to the government’s discourse legitimising for-
getting, and to impunity adopted to ensure na-
tional reconciliation, these actors make the
democratic demand for justice and reconcilia-
tion, from the bottom. This movement is headed
by human rights and advocacy associations.
They are part of international human rights net-
works which provide guidelines for ending the
war at a global scale. The study of local memorial




