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PRECIS

A reassessment on the situation of Africa and its international role

In recent years, the political and economic situation in Africa has undergone a series of changes. These
changes are characterized by the overall tendency of political stability and sustained economic growth, the
obviously increased attention and investment given by the international community, and the more and more
important role played by Africa with African Union as the core in the world's political and economic
structure. These changes has demonstrated the fact that Africa is stepping into a new historical stage of
seeking peace and promoting development, while at the same time, under the pressure of existing
contradictions, the political and economic situation in Africa is still fragile and unstable. To reach the targets
set by the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD), and to realize its real renaissance, Africa still
has a long way to go.

Historical changes in the international system
and China’ s position in it

How to interact with the international system is an important component in a country's external relations.
Since the founding of the New China, it has experienced a historical change in its relationship with the
international system from opposing the western system and the Cold War system controlled by two
superpowers to being actively involved in the present international system and playing the role of a
responsible power. It is the need of China’ s reform and opening up policy, as well as the result of China's
adjustment of its international concept and its foreign policy. This change is of great significance for China to
expand its foreign relations.

An analysis on shared interest and stability of the international order

Seen from historical and realistic factors, the stability of the international order depends on* shared
interest” . It is like arf invisible hand” in the international system, which is able in coordinating or balancing
the relationship among power, system and identity Shared interest” may lower the costs in transaction and
improve the quality and quantity of good information, and help ease the “ prisoner’ s dilemma” . “ Shared
interest” provides actors with certain scope of shared space” , and plays the role of easing pressure, shock
and contradiction. It can also add to the expectation of promise and security. Since the formation and
acquisition of “ shared interest” is on the basis of multilateral mechanism or in the network, it helps
standardize activities of actors, secure the fulfillment of commitment, intensify expectations on the result, and
maintain stability in the transformation of international order.

The evolution of the situation in Lebanon and its influence

Situated in the most sensitive area of the Middle East, Lebanon has long been in an unstable state. Its
domestic issues have always been interwoven with the major conflicts in the region. After the withdrawal of
Syrian troops, there have been major changes in the situation of Lebanon. The United States has upgraded its
involvement and made this involvement part of its overall program aimed at regime changes of Iran and Syria. Iran
and Syria would not await their doom, and have taken a series of reactive measures to maintain their political
power. Lebanon has become one of the major arenas for Iran and Syria to contest against the United States.
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