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European allies will put greater pressure on Iran over issues like democracy

and human rights, and this will affect the Iran nuclear issue indirectly.

US-China Relations in 2011:

From Fragile to Substantive Stability

David Shambaugh (91)

Following a very rocky year in bilateral relations during 2010, the
Sino-American relationship has stabilized and begun to make substantive
improvements during 2011. Two key events have contributed to the turnaround
and improvement in relations. the January 2011 state visit by Chinese President
Hu Jintao to Washington, D.C., and the May 2011 Third Round of the
U.S.-China Strategic and Economic Dialogue (S&ED). While ties during 2010
could be described as “unstable” or ‘‘fragile stability,” now we are building
towards “substantive stability.” Given the functional complexities of the
relationship, its global nature, the differing domestic political and social
systems, and the sheer size of the two economies and two militaries, and
overlapping national security interests, it is natural that there should be a
competitive dynamic to the relationship, but it is not a Cold War style
competition. The Sino-American relationship is likely to continue to be a
mixture of cooperation and competition. Our task is to expand the cooperative

dimension while managing and reducing the competitive dimension.

China’s Growing Role in African Post-Conflict Reconstruction
Chris Alden, ZHANG Chun, Bernardo Mariani, Daniel Large

With the rapid development of Sino-African relations, China’s national interests
in Africa is transforming from promotion to protection. Along with big
challenges of African security and great pressures of international system
transformation, this fact calls for greater role of China in African post-conflict
reconstruction efforts. Till now, China has contributed a lot to this process by
sending peacekeepers, investing into post-conflict reconstructions, and
providing other supports. Considering multiple uncertainties, the future role of

China in African post-conflict reconstruction will wait and see.
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