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Ever since its birth in the 1970s, G2 has gone through four versions-
a US-Germany G2, a US-Japan G2, a US-EU G2 and the most recent

US-China G2. The choice of four different countries or regions in dif-

ferent periods shows American strategists’ sensitivity to the change of

power in the international system and their openness to foreign policy

alternatives. The four versions of G2 also reveal great similarities in

America’s foreign policy considerations: as each of these versions was

floated in a time when the United States was bogged down in domes-

tic and international difficulties while the other country/region was

on the rise, they were part of America’s burden-sharing strategy, en-

couraging others to take on greater international responsibilities in

the US-centered international system.

The Changes and Characteristics of U. S. Peacekeeping Policy
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Since the end of the Cold War, U. S. peacekeeping policy has underg-

one three major changes: from Effective Internationalism to Asser-

tive Multilateralism, from Selective Multilateralism to American In-

ternationalism, and currently to Effective Multilateralism. Although

U. S. peacekeeping policy sometimes seems to be inconsistent or even

contradictory, it has been basically developing along a main line, that

is, the extent of U. S. support of and participation in peacekeeping

operations depends on U. S. government’s perception of the relation

between its national interests and the operations, as well as on the

complex interaction between the government’s perception and the do-

mestic pressure from the Congress and the public.
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