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An Analysis of Japan’s Economic Strategy on South Africa

J1A Shu—rong
{School of Political Science and Law & History, Tnner Mongolia University for Nationalities, Tongliao 028000, China)

Abstract: In the background of economic globalization, Japan’s foreign economic policy complies with the
development of international environment, namely, implementing strategies in Asia and paying high attention to
South Africa. This is very important to Japan which extremely lacks resources. The economic development of
Japan needs to import such rare mineral resources as platinum, manganese, cobalt and vanadium that are rich in
Africa, especially in South Africa whose rare resources are among the highest in the world. Therefore, Japan has
concerned South Africa for its economic strategies. Although the trade relationship between two countries has
experienced two world wars, world economic crisis, sanction to South Africa from the world and the concern and
fight over South Africa’s rare metals from the present world, bilateral cooperation has been developing smooth-
ly. And the important position of South Africa in Japan’s trade relationship has gradually come out. In particu-
lar, with the coming of the 21 century, Japan has ensured that rare metals are an important part of national
strategies on energy and resources. The trade relationship between Japan and South Africa has become closer.
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