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Wives and Their Secluded Lives in Polygyny Families in Western Africa
— Visual Anthropological Observation of Movie Fifth Bride of the Emir

Fan Changfeng
Abstract: The emergency of polygyny or polygamy is the result of historical, economic and cultural conditions. It
should not be analyzed with the dichotomy of advance-blindness, us-other. This article analyzed the polygyny in western
Africa and the wives’ secluded life, trade and their marriage relation from the dimensions of history, cultural tradition,
religious, living methods, war and social transition. This can help to understand the real reason of the emergence of
polygyny. It can also be helpful in studying the marriage mode in traditional Chinese society. Anthropological movie’s
greatest advantage is the intuitionistic feeling of being in reality. This is helpful to the research.

Key Words: Polygyny: Secluded Life; Trade; Jealous; Visual Anthropology
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