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TheH istorical Sociology Approach of Raymond A ron
Wang Jun (30)

Raymond Aron, a fanous French theorist n different discplines iswell known for his historical sociobgial appwach n
building R theories As an anti- positive approach ths approach is used by Aron to explain the core issue of nterna
tonal relatbns peace andwar W ih a series of conceptual desins levels of analysis and varables such an approach
is employed due to Aron’ sdistinctve correlatbn of historical philosophy and R theory The author analyzes the canplr
cated connotations of the historical socio bgical approach fran the perspective of epistemology and he reasons why this
approach cannot be applied to other R sudies

Cognitive- psychology Bureaucratic— organization and A genda- politics Construction and D evelopment of
Three Explanatory Approaches o Crisis D ecisibn— m aking
Zhong Kaibin (38)

This article exp bres themost sign ificant advances in he field of crist decisbn— making in the past decades and cate

gorizes then mnto hree broad explanatory theories derved fran the relevant nterd iscp lnary literauire cognitive—

psychobgy bureaucratic— omganization and agenda— politics The article argues that the three bwad appwaches are
camp bmentary as they all help to explain the broad pattern of ndividual and collective problem avoidance and policy
failure The author reviews the construction and development process of crisis decisbn— making research mW estern so-
cietes ponting out that the three exp lanatory “ cuts” are lm ited in studies of crisis decisbn— making n non—W estem
societies and may not be theoretcally app licable to an analysis of the Chinese case Finall, the author concludes that it
is mperative that amore generic and generalizab le appwach be built that can encanpass a variety of political systems

and can be applied to analyzing cases involving different types of adversaries

Analysis of the “ C ongressional China Caucus’ in the U. S House of Representatives
Sun Zhe Zhao Guojun (46)

TheHouse ofRepresentatves in he U. S. Congress has established a“Chna Caucus’ in response to Chna’ s rise By
exan ning the reasons why this caucus was fomed its functions and itsmenbers we can understand Congressonal
perceptions and policy orientatbns toward China Furthemore by canparing this caucusw ith the “U. S — ChinaW oik-
ng Group” in theHouse we can also analyze the ntemnal debates nsde Congress on issues related to China’ s rise

This paper argues that snce its ncepton the “Chna Caucus’ has been a bosely organized instituton but its members
have canplicated backgrounds So far it has em phasized the “ uncertainty” ofU. S — China relatbns i e, China can
becane either a friend or an enemy of the United States Therebre its policy advice is tilted toward proposng a “ hedg
ng” strategy— — a policy of “ containment” for the United States Currently, most members of Congress are worried a
bout the Chnese “ hreat ” so the caucus pays more attention to “how to contain” raher than “ how to cooperate” w ith
China This pattern of behavior contrad icts the orighal intentbn i e, to “understand Chna correctly, ” of the caucus

when it was founded

The Demand- Supply Balance in International M ediationn A Case Study of M ediating the Ethbpian— Eritrean
Conflict (1998~ 2000)
Zhang Chun (54)

The ncrease in ntemational crises calls formore effective internatbnal med atbn H owever the ratb of cases of suc
cessful internatbnalm ediaton has been very low. Themajor reason for ths lies in the mproper deployment of the de
mand and supp k of nternationalm ediation resources On the supply side a potentialm ediatormay not bew illng tom e
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diate due to concems of self- nterest On the den and side a potentialm ediatorw ith the greatest capab ility to med iate
may not necessarily be accepted by all the parties in the conflict It is just such an mbalance that has resulied n the
current embarrassing situaton of nternationalmediatbn The ntemnationalmediatbn n he E thiop ian— Eritrean con flict
fran 1998 t0 2000 is a prine example Perhaps themost effectve solution to this problem is to explore and strenghen
the mediatbn capab ilities of ntemational organ izatbns because they have three advantages mncluding a stronger capabil

ity and will grealer legitm acy and he ability to form a consensus

Domestic Institutions and Internatibnal E conom ic Cooperation
QuBo (61)

Snce the 19905 an mportant issue on the Intematonal Political E conany ( IPE) research agenda has been to dealw ith
the relations between dam estic nstitutions and nternatbnal econom ic cooperation. Damestic nstitutions can help to o
vercan e the canmon prob len— the defection problan — — of ntemational cooperatbn to ncrease the credbility of can-
m iment through delegation checks and balances and transparency At he sane tine dam estic institutbns can also
transform the costs and benefits of collective action by dan estic nterest groups and balance danestic coalitions In gen-

era] a proper dam estic mstitional desin can pranote niemational econam ic cooperation

A Multple E quilibriom M odelw ith Anticipation M arket Structure and Power Structure
—The Political Economy of International O ilPrice Fluctuations
Guan Qingyou (69)

The author attanpts to use an mproved M ultp le E quilbriun M odel to explore the relatbns betw een pow er structures and
them atket and the reasons for intemational oil price fluctuations The nternatbnalmaiket is a power— dam nated sys
ten of rules The fluctuation n oil prices is not only the result of supply and demand but also the result of the political
arrangem ents of the oil nierests anong the big powers It reflects both the demand and supply structure of the nterna
tobnalmaiket and the power stucture of internatbnal relations The ntewvem topm of power nto them arkets acce lerates
he conflicts beween supply and demand enlarges the “ risk pren um” of oil prices andm ay even lead to an oil crisis
or an energy panic The factor of anticipatbn can reflect hemarket and pow er stmuctures of the nternatbnal oilmarket

Them aket structure is deciled by the pow er stucture Due to the power nterventions there are excess and specu htwe
demands on he nternatbnalm atkkets which cause the oil price fuctuatbn to deviate fran nom al supply and demand

relations and result in a prolongation of the cycle ofoil price flictuatbns

Trade Liberalizatbn in EastAsix TheW elfare E ffect and Future P rospects
LiZhongnin (75)

The FreeT rade A greem ent (FTA) in EastA sia is regarded as an mportant step n gbbal trade lberalization However

after the agrean ent reached between Chna and ASFAN, Japan and Shgapore the outcame appears to be limited The
author agues a possble reason for his is hat the dan estic industries of hemember coun triesw illbe hurt by the FTA n
East Asia despite an mprovement n generalwelfare The author analyzes he position ofChina n the EastA san FTA
and proposes a strategy based on the G lobal Trade A nalysis Project (GTAP). A ccoding to the results of a sinu lation

China w ill increasngly becane he center of he trade liberalizaton process n East Asia Therefore, the best optbn for
China is to transfer the advantages of maiket accanmodatbn nto realbarganng power and tomake the FTA favorable to
China In additon Chinamust mprove the campetitiveness of its dam estic manu facturing industries to m inin ize the

negatwe effects of the EastA san FTA.



